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ISLAND RAMBLERS ARE 
celebrating recent news 
that the government has 
committed to creating a path 
around the entire Isle of 
Wight coastline.This follows 
more than five years of 
campaigning calling for the 
Island to be included in the 
England Coast Path.
The Isle of Wight was 
originally left out of the plans 
for a complete path when the 
Marine and Coastal Access 
Act was passed in 2009. 
At this time, the dream of 
walking around the entire 
English coast was enshrined 
in law, but the Isle of Wight 
was not going to be a part 
of it. 
Thanks to lobbying by 
Ramblers’ volunteers – and 
overwhelming public support 
–  the government has now 
decided to add the 70-mile 
footpath around the Island 
to the scheme. A total of 
2,958 people responded to 
a government consultation: 
98 per cent of respondents 
said they supported the 

government making an 
order. IW Ramblers thanks 
everyone who supported 
the campaign for a complete 
Island coastal path over the 
last five years.
David Howarth, IW Ramblers 
Area Chairman, said: “We’re 
thrilled by the government’s 
decision to include the 
Isle of Wight in the plan to 
open up the whole of the 
English coast and extremely 
grateful to the thousands of 
people on and off the island 
who have supported our 
campaign.
“Creating a path around the 
entire Isle of Wight coast will 
allow residents and visitors 
to enjoy all the recreational 
activities the coast has to 
offer, including rock pooling, 
bird watching and shore 
fishing. Most importantly, 
people will be able to walk by 
the seaside without having to 
walk away from the coast on 
busy and dangerous roads. 
It also means that for the first 
time, about 10 miles of the 
Island’s northern coast will 

be opened up for people to 
enjoy.

“The coast path is not just 
good news for walkers, but 
will help breathe new life 
into our coastal towns and 
villages, boosting tourism 
and the local economy and 
reconnecting people with 
their stretch of coast, helping 
to promote health and 
wellbeing.

“It is now critical that the Isle 
of Wight Council works with 
Natural England to take this 
exciting opportunity forward. 
Our volunteers will be 
working closely with them to 
help achieve this.” 

Natural England is 
responsible for implementing 
the English Coast path 
project.The new trail will be 
over 2,900 miles in length 
and the current plan shows 
that it will be 40 per cent 
complete in 2020. So, it will 
be some time before we 
see our dream fulfilled, but 
at least we now know with 
certainty that it will happen. 

Isle of Wight Ramblers celebrates government U-turn

Coast path: it’s yes!A series of seven 1-in-16,000 
Ordnance Survey maps is now 
available.

The maps are over 55 per 
cent larger than the standard 
Explorer walking maps.
Each map is a handy A3 size, 
laminated, double-sided and 
easy to handle in all weathers. 
There is a handy rule for 
measuring walk distances and 
estimating the time of the walk.

The maps cover these areas:
•The Needles, Freshwater and 
Brighstone
•Yarmouth and Newtown Nature 
Reserve
•Cowes and Newport
•Wootton, Fishbourne, East 
Cowes and Barton
•Ryde, Bembridge and Sandown
•Shanklin and Ventnor
•St Catherine’s Point, Shorwell 
and Rookley

Each map costs £3.99 and 
can be obtained from our web 
site www.iowramblers.com.  
We currently have a special 
offer – all seven maps can be 
purchased for £24.

Love those LARGE 
SCALE maps!
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Description Starting in the heart of Newport, 

you’ll soon emerge into the countryside 

surrounding the town, crossing open fields on 

the approach to Carisbrooke Castle. Distance 

5.3 miles. Start Newport Bus Station. Access 

information This is a mainly gentle walk, 

but hilly near the castle. Some of the walk is 

along lanes and, whilst most of these are fairly 

quiet, it is best to walk on the right – facing 

traffic – and in single file. There are several stiles 

to cross. Refreshments A wide range of 

cafés pubs and restaurants in town. Ramblers’ 

Walker Friendly pubs include The Castle Inn in 

Newport and The Waverley and The Eight Bells in 

Carisbrooke. Toilets In Newport Bus Station 

and in Carisbrooke High Street. Internet All 

walks in this series can be downloaded from www.

iowramblers.com/page44.htm. Curious

Curious

Carisbrooke

Carisbrooke

Rambles
byBus

The
best wayto see the
Island

Leave the car

at home – take a

Southern Vectis bus

to the Isle of Wight’s 

most inspiring walks.

Just use the handy

QR code inside
to find your

bus route

Meander from historic Newport to centuries-old Carisbrooke Castle,

where King Charles I was imprisoned before his execution in 1648

Countryside Code

Respect     Protect     Enjoy

Respect other people

• Consider the local community and other people

enjoying the outdoors

• Leave gates and property as you find them and

follow paths unless wider access is available

Protect the natural environment

• Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home

• Keep dogs under effective control

Enjoy the outdoors

• Plan ahead and be prepared

• Follow advice and local signs

Pictured Looking north-east towards Carisbrooke’s 14th century 

St Mary’s Church, from the Castle (this page); The Great Hall 

at Carisbrooke Castle, gaol of Charles I, as seen from the 

Gatehouse (front cover)

Carisbrooke CastleRambles by
Bus

The
best way

to see the

Island

and where Charles I was imprisoned
a Norman fortress

re-fortified by Elizabeth I

Although Newport, the Island’s 

county town, is by far the larger 

settlement, Carisbrooke’s origins are 

much older. There are historic links 

between the two, and the Curious Carisbrooke walk highlights 

this relationship, passing attractive countryside on the way.

Curious
Carisbrooke

Carisbrooke Castle

There has been a fortress at Carisbrooke since before the 

Norman Conquest, but the massive earthworks and keep 

were built in 1100 and then turned into a magnificent 

residence in the late 13th century.

In 1377 a raiding force of French and Castilians invaded 

the Isle of Wight and burnt Yarmouth and Newtown. 

They laid siege to Carisbrooke Castle during which Peter 

de Heyno, Lord of Stenbury, killed their leader with an 

arrow from his “silver bow” fired through a loophole 

in the battlements known as “De Heyno’s Loop”. The 

French were defeated in a sally by the defenders led 

by the commander Sir Hugh Tyrell and withdrew after 

payment of a bribe.

In 1588, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, there 

was a threat from Spain – culminating in the Armada – 

and the castle was re-fortified at this time. Towards the 

end of the Civil War King Charles I fled to the Isle of 

Wight to take refuge in the castle but was taken prisoner 

by the Roundheads. He was incarcerated in the Great 

Hall, and during the first of two failed escape attempts 

became wedged between the metal bars at his window. 

Charles was taken to Newport on 6th September for 

final, desperate negotiations with Parliament. These 

negotiations failed, and the King was removed to 

London, where he was tried and beheaded at Whitehall 

on 30th January 1648.

King Charles’ daughter, Princess Elizabeth, was also 

imprisoned at Carisbrooke Castle. She died there at the 

age of 14 after developing a chill while playing bowls 

just weeks after her arrival. Her tomb is in the Newport 

Minster. Charles’ third young son, Henry, Duke of 

Gloucester, was imprisoned before going into exile in 

France with his family.

Latterly, the Castle became the residence for Governors 

of Isle of Wight, the most prominent of whom was 

Princess Beatrice, Queen Victoria’s youngest daughter. 

She used the Castle as a summer residence until 

1938. Princess Beatrice’s garden was designed in the 

Edwardian style to reflect that time. 

The Chapel of St Nicholas was completely rebuilt to 

mark the 250th anniversary of Charles I’s death.  It 

is now a memorial to the Island’s dead of the Great 

War. This includes Princess Beatrice’s son Maurice 

who lost his life in 1914. She gave an altar painting to 

commemorate this loss.

St Dominic’s Priory

Originally the home of a catholic community of nuns, St. 

Dominic’s Priory was built in 1866 in the Gothic style 

with some influences by the English architect Pugin.  

In 1993 the priory was purchased by the Carisbrooke 

Priory trust and is now a house of prayer and Christian 

healing. The priory’s vision is to offer to anyone a place 

to find peace of mind, to relieve and prevent sickness 

and distress, through listening and prayer, and to 

advance the Christian faith.

Mount Joy
Mount Joy rises to the south of Newport, affording 

good views north along the Medina valley. During World 

War II, an observation post existed on the hill, to give 

warning of enemy aircraft. The nuns from St Dominic’s 

Priory brought hot soup to the observers.

Newport
Newport was literally a new port designed and built on a 

grid pattern by Richard de Redvers, Lord of Carisbrooke, 

in 1180. Its location near the River Medina meant it was 

a convenient transport hub. The town was sacked, as 

were Newtown and Yarmouth, by the French in the 14th 

century but was prospering by the 17th century. It now 

remains essentially an 18th century brick market town.

The Old Grammar School, dating from 1614 – one of its 

oldest buildings  – can be seen in Lugley Street. Charles 

lodged here for ten weeks while the failed Treaty of 

Newport – intended to bring an end to the hostilities of 

the English Civil War  – was being negotiated.

Main picture Looking south west from the Norman keep at Carisbrooke Castle, on the 

southern edge of Carisbrooke

Inset The drum tower gatehouse, dating from the 14th century (top); decorative arch at 

the entrance to St Dominic’s Priory (bottom)

Welcome...
... to walkTALK, the newsletter from the 
Isle of Wight Ramblers. If you’re new to 
walking, or if you’ve not seen walkTALK 
before, why not join us? Benefits include:
•260 led walks on the Island each year;
•talks and discussions about Island 

features and heritage;
•walking holidays;
•national Walk magazine and walkTALK;
•discounts from leading outdoor suppliers 

(eg Cotswold; Blacks) and HF Holidays;
•support for an organisation campaigning 

for greater access to the countryside.

Joining us couldn’t be easier. And if you pay 
by direct debit, there’s £10 off the price! 
Just go to www.iowramblers.com and 
click on the membership link. 

A WARM WELCOME to new members:

Main Group
Mr G Chapman  East Cowes
Mr G Daffern  Shanklin
Mr J Dicken  Ryde
Ms S Court  Ryde
Mr D Marrow  St Helens
Mrs N Bradley  Brighstone
Mrs M Carmichael Newport
Mr D Ballard  Freshwater
Mr P Hopkinson  Sandown
Mr & Mrs J Waterman Ryde

Wightsole (for younger walkers)
Ms K Hunte  Ryde
Mrs A Cook  Ryde

536 Total membership

for the IW Ramblers 

Main Group 494; Wightsole 42

Social events, holidays, shows, media and reports

THIS YEAR’S CONFERENCE 
saw a change in the way it 
operated. There were very 
few motions – but much 
discussion about the future 
of The Ramblers. More 
discussion and less debate!  
Overall the atmosphere 
was one of consensus that 
change was necessary and 
welcomed.
We were able at attend 
two workshops for each 
delegate:

Workshops
Welcoming Health walkers 
into the Ramblers
• By March 2015, all health 
walks will be accredited on 
the basis of a maximum 90 
minute walk
• Draft document issued 
for discussion about how 
health walkers and Ramblers 
walkers can integrate
Going green needn’t cost the 
countryside
• A new strategy is being 
developed to consider 
both climate change and 
protecting the countryside
• Scramblers – Ramblers 
in Wales have produced 
activity booklets and held 
walks with family groups
Ramblers governance
• A number of areas have 
been identified which might 
increase democracy in the 

The Local Access Forum is a mix of landowners, rights of 
way users and council representatives who meet three times 
a year to discuss matters of mutual interest. The following 
topics were discussed at the last meeting held this spring.

Gurnard sea wall collapse
IW Ramblers had supported a diversion order and 
landowner permission had been gained. There was local 
opposition however, and the diversion abandoned. Further 
damage to the sea wall occurred in the winter storms and 
the path closed. Locals are now requesting that the path be 
reopened.

Totland sea wall collapse
There is a “make do and mend” option being considered 
by the Isle of Wight Council. IW Ramblers is fully supporting 
local campaigners to persuade the council to fund this 
option. (See page 5 for feature)

Shanklin to Wroxall new bridleway
Surface of new shared route due to be applied in the 
summer but some objections from equestrian users.

Quarr Lane shared route
New surface being applied during the summer.

Newport to Island Harbour
Shared route – expected to start work in August. There is 
general support for a path to continue to The Folly, slightly 
inland to avoid landslip areas.

Bembridge BB10 coast path
Work still expected to go ahead to reinstate this path.

Network Rail crossings
These are expected to be closed within five years. Railtrack 
do not have the power to close a public right of way and so 
negotiations will be needed to consider alternative routes.

Countryside Service
The intention is that this department will be outsourced to a 
Community Group next year.

Hotel Prince Regent, Spring 
break 2015 – Weymouth
Monday 20th - Friday 24th 
April, 5 days/4 nights
JACKIE AND TIM Hough will 
be arranging a mini-holiday 
to Weymouth, staying at 
the Hotel Prince Regent on 
the seafront, for four nights’ 
bed, breakfast and evening 
meal next spring. The price 
–  including coach travel with 
Island pick-up – is £179 for 
a twin or double room. Sorry, 
but Daish’s have no singles 
left but a double room can 
be booked for single use at a 
supplement.

Weymouth has some 
interesting attractions 
including the 53-metre high 
Weymouth Tower giving 
360 degree views along the 
Jurassic Coast. Sand World 
at Lodmoor Country Park 
exhibits amazing giant sand 
sculptures and is well worth 
a visit. Two walks will be led 
by Jackie and Tim and an 
excursion (at extra cost) can 
be arranged.

If you are interested in 
joining us, please email 
j.hough2012@btinternet.
com for further information.  
A deposit of £30 will be 
required – cheques payable 
to Daish’s Travel.

I WAS RECENTLY recruited as IW Ramblers’ 
social organiser and it has been a pleasure to 
arrange a few evenings of variety.

The year started in March with a barn dance 
at the Wootton Community Hall which offers a 
bar, tea and coffee, and where there is free car 
parking. The callers, Adrian and Shirley, worked 
tirelessly to organise 60 people into some sort of 
semblance for the various dances – not without 
frustrations and a lot of laughter!

A welcome break for the American supper, and 
back into the dancing! The evening closed with 
everybody saying, “when is the next one?”

In June we held a skittles evening at the same 
venue, men against the ladies, lots of bantering 
and cries of “your foot is over the line”, but the 
ladies still won – hurrah!

Old hands Carol and Robin did the scoring. A 
welcome break for the American supper, (another 
lovely variety) and we finished the evening with 
answers and prizes to the table quizzes, and lots 
of praise for a super night.

My thanks go to all those that helped make 
these evenings a success, and a note to all new 
members that it’s not just about the walking – 
these socials bring people together, and at the 
very least we all enjoy ourselves,

At the time of publication of this edition of 
WalkTALK, the next exciting event – a BBQ-quiz-
walk at the Shanklin Rowing Club during August 
–  will already have taken place.

Last but not least, for this year, our Christmas 
Dinner this year to be held at Shanklin 
Conservative Club, on Friday 5th December, 7pm 
for 7.30pm. Cost is £18 per head, this will be a 
three-course set menu of soup, roast turkey and 
all the trimmings, Christmas pudding, and coffee. 
There will be a vegetarian option.

Booking is essential, please make cheques 
payable to Isle of Wight Ramblers and send to: 
Carol Henley, 189 Staplers Road, Newport IW 
PO30 2DP

Hope to see you there.

Carol Henley

Book now for 
Tim and Jackie’s 
mini-holiday to 
Weymouth, spring 
2015

Isle of Wight Ramblers’ new 
social secretary Carol Henley 
reports...

News from the Local Access Forum

General Council at Liverpool, 
March 2014

Rambles by bus

organisation. Over the next 
year, working groups will 
recommend a way forward
Ramblers Vision
• There have been 
discussion groups, on line 
surveys and countryside 
interviews.The main issues 
have been identified.  
Working groups pursued 
each of these themes and 
over the next year more work 
will identify our strategy for 
the following 10 years.
Resolutions
• The Deregulation Bill 
should enable the easier 
recording of lost historic 
paths and this has to be 
done by 2016. There will be 
more publicity and guidance 
to Areas and Groups
• Waymarking – this will be 
encouraged
• Improved guidance notes 
for footpath workers will be 
issued
• Biodiversity offsetting – 
campaign to ensure benefits 
for walkers
• Campaign to limit the use 
of barbed wire by ROW
• Access points for access 
land – campaign to be 
renewed and to be shown on 
OS maps

David Howarth, Chairman 
and Mike Slater, Access 
Officer

Description A fairly level walk, with open 

countryside and coastal views. Distance 3.5 

miles. Start There are bus stops near the High 

Street, Seaview or at the Wishing Well pub, 

Pondwell. Access information A walk with 

no stiles, but can become muddy in the Barnsley 

valley area. It is possible to follow the beach from 

Seagrove Bay to the slipway at Seaview (High 

Street), but this is for the sure-footed as there are 

rocks and shingle. Care should be taken with tidal 

conditions and the weather. Refreshments 

The Wishing Well pub at Pondwell; cafés in 

Seaview. Toilets At the Seaview Hotel in the 

High Street and near Seagrove Bay. Internet All 

walks in this series can be downloaded from www.

iowramblers.com/page44.htm.

Barnsley

Rambles
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Britain’s maritime heritage is celebrated in this coast and country

ramble, from the French invasion of 1545 to D-Day, four centuries later

Countryside Code

Respect     Protect     Enjoy

Respect other people

• Consider the local community and other 

people enjoying the outdoors

• Leave gates and property as you find 

them and follow paths unless wider access 

is available 

Protect the natural environment

• Leave no trace of your visit and take your 

litter home

• Keep dogs under effective control

Enjoy the outdoors

• Plan ahead and be prepared

• Follow advice and local signs

The

Trail

Spitbank Fortguarding against invasion by the French one of Lord Palmerston’s defences

History 

The rural stretch through the Barnsley Valley (R95 and 

R61 paths), is interesting historically. Once, the sea 

reached up to the park and Longlands copses and this 

type of inlet was favoured by the Romans. In medieval 

times the inlet was developed into Barnsley harbour and 

there were works stretching out to sea. Quite large ships 

reached the mill south of the present B3330 close to R61.  

The mill pond embankment can still be seen. When the 

Napoleonic wars cut off supplies of salt from sources in 

the Mediterranean, an embankment was built across 

the mouth of the harbour, the present day Duver, and a 

series of sluices and saltpans provided facilities for salt 

production where Salterns Cottages now stand.

The Spithead Forts

In 1805, the Battle of Waterloo brought peace to Europe 

and restored the monarchy to France, but England 

continued to be suspicious of French intentions. In 1848, 

Europe was again in a state of revolt. A second republic 

was declared in France and Louis Napoleon became 

its first president as Napoleon III. The introduction of 

advanced artillery and steam-driven iron ships caused 

near panic in England and in 1860 the order to build the 

Spithead forts was given. They were intended to protect 

Portsmouth dockyard, and over the years were armed 

and rearmed as technology improved. Both No Mans 

Land Fort and Horse Sand Fort became naval signal 

stations. In 1909, a line of concrete blocks had been 

placed between the Island and No Mans Land Fort, as 

well as between Horse Sand Fort and Southsea.

There were four sea forts built, at St Helens, The Spit 

Bank Fort near Portsmouth as well as the two centrally 

located forts. Palmerston, the Victorian prime minister, 

pushed through the construction in the face of bitter 

opposition. The cost was huge and Gladstone, the 

chancellor, threatened to resign as the cost escalated. No 

Mans Land Fort originally had 400 men with 49 guns 

weighing 70 tonnes each. The fort has now been sold and 

developed as a luxury hotel. One problem is that there is 

nowhere to moor a yacht and boats have to be winched 

onto the fort.

Seaview Pier
The original pier which was built in 1878 has now 

disappeared. On Boxing Day 1951, a length of pier 100 

feet long was washed away during a storm, and the 

remainder was gradually removed over the following 

years. The pier had fallen into decline during the 1920s 

and 30s, with the availability of bus services between 

Ryde and Seaview, and the final users were the armed 

forces during the Second World War. 

It was 1,000 feet long and 15 feet wide, with a unique 

undulating deck. There were four towers from which the 

pier deck was suspended. There were six boat services 

a day in the summer, and in 1881 it was visited by the 

Prince and Princess of Wales who arrived by steamer 

from Osborne House to attend the Seaview Regatta.  

Seagrove Bay
The first development of 14 houses was built in the 

1880s. Until that time, the only property in the area was 

Seagrove Manor, whose estate ran down to the bay. Until 

the 1960s the could be recognised by a line of summer 

beach tents which lined the sea wall every year.

The Priory Bay Hotel

There was a 12th century Benedictine monastery on 

St Helen’s Duver, alongside the church whose tower 

still remains. The current priory was established as 

a farmhouse in Tudor times. In 1800 it changed to a 

residence, with a succession of private owners until 

1938, and was then occupied by the army during the 

Second World War. During this time the barn became 

a barrack room and the security services also used the 

priory as their HQ on the Island. The priory re-opened at 

the end of June 1998 as a luxury hotel.

French invasion

In July 1545, Seaview was one of the sites of the last 

French invasion, and it is thought that the local militia 

caught the French and pushed them back to the sea. The 

entire Island population at the time was approximately 

9,000 people, but Richard Worsley, the Captain of the 

Isle of Wight militia, had an army of 6,000 under his 

command. Everyone on the Island had compulsory 

military training, with women often fighting as archers.

Rambles by
Bus

The
best way

to see the

Island

This circular walk was devised by Nettlestone 

and Seaview Parish Council to encourage 

residents and tourists to discover some of the 

many miles of footpaths in this area.
Barnsley The

Trail

BarnsleyThe

Trail

Main picture 

Spitbank Fort

Inset left to right 

The Priory Bay Hotel 

today; Sculpture 

of Churchill and 

Roosevelt; Plaque 

commemorating the 

part played by this 

part of the world in 

the D-Day landings

Pictured Across The Solent to Portsmouth’s Spinnaker Tower (front 

cover); Spitbank Fort (inset, left); On the beach at Seaview (inset, right)

This leaflet has 

been produced 

with the assistance 

of Nettlestone and 

Seaview Parish 
Council

The combined IW Ramblers/Southern 
Vectis Rambles by bus series of leaflets 
now comprises Towering Tennyson, The 
Barnsley Trail, Curious Carisbrooke, Waterside 
Whippingham and Around Rookley. Future titles 
include Discovering Dinosaurs and Godshill 
and Appuldurcombe. All are available free from 
bus stations and tourist outlets.

A Bronze age barrow, 3,500 years old, was excavated in the 

13th century, during the reign of Henry III. A local chieftain 

was believed to be buried inside, with jewellery, ornaments 

and weapons, but nothing was found.

Chalk geology

A central chalk spine runs right across the Island to The 

Needles, which reappears further west at Old Harry Rocks 

at Swanage. This line of rocks was eventually breached by 

the sea about 8,000 years ago, and in doing so created the 

Island and the spectacular chalk formations we see today. 

The sea bed here is largely shingle and quite shallow, but 

a 60 metre-deep channel does allow some large ships to 

steam in and out of the Solent. Most, though, go to the east 

of the Island at Spithead to access the south coast ports of 

Southampton and Portsmouth.

Victorian fortifications

West Wight boasts a number of defences from previous 

centuries designed to protect against invasion. Some of 

Lord Palmerston’s forts are:

Hatherwood Battery 1860s to 1903.

Fort Albert bit of detail here

Needles Old Battery 1860 to 1900.

Needles New Battery 1893 to 1904. (This was used in both 

world wars but the guns were finally removed for scrap in 

1954).

Into the Space Age

In 1955, Saunders Roe, of East Cowes, designed the Black 

Knight, a rocket intended to carry guided weapons. 

Static testing was carried out at The Needles before 

launching in Woomera in Australia during the years 1958 

to 1960In 1966 the rockets were developed into satellite 

launchers: Prospero was successfully launched in 1971. The 

government cancelled the programme in the belief that 

there was no future for satellite technology! 

The National Trust

The Trust  purchased the Needles Headland in 1975 and in 

2003 the New Battery was converted to the first stage of an 

exhibition relating the achievements of those who worked at 

High Down.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Tennyson was the foremost poet of the Victorian era. Born at 

Somersby, Lincolnshire in 1809, he attended Trinity College, 

Cambridge where he met Arthur Henry Hallam, whose early 

death later inspired Tennyson to write In Memoriam AHH, 

one of his most acclaimed works. Queen Victoria, an ardent 

admirer of Tennyson, appointed him Poet Laureate in 1850, a 

position he held until his death in 1892.

A number of phrases from Tennyson’s poetry have become 

common in the English language:

“ ’Tis better to have loved and lost

Than never to have loved at all.”

and;
“Nature, red in tooth and claw” 

are both from In Memoriam, while

“Theirs not to reason why,

Theirs but to do and die.”

is from The Charge of the Light Brigade written in 1854 after 

the Battle of Balaclava during the Crimean War.

Tennyson’s success enabled him finally to marry Emily 

Sellwood – they came to live at Farringford House at 

Freshwater Bay in 1853 and stayed for 39 years.  

One of his last poems, and perhaps the most poignant, is 

Crossing the Bar written whilst returning home across the 

Solent to Farringford shortly before his death in 1892. 

“Sunset and evening star,

And one clear call for me!

And may there be no moaning of the bar,

When I put out to sea”

Tennyson Down

Towering

Towering

Towering

Tennyson

Tennyson

Tennyson

Rambles
byBus

Rambles
byBus

The
best wayto see the
Island

The
best way

to see the

Island

Leave the car

at home – take a

Southern Vectis bus

to the Isle of Wight’s 

most inspiring walks.

Just use the handy

QR code inside

to find your route

This is the Wild West – with soaring coastal scenery, Victorian

fortifications, a Cold War rocket site – and a Poet Laureate!

sixpence a pint
Where the air

Description A walk around the wild western tip 

of the Isle of Wight taking in Alum Bay, The Needles, 

West High Down and the magnificent Tennyson Down, 

with views across Headon Warren to the Solent and 

the mainland beyond. Distance 4.4 miles. Start 

Bus terminus at Alum Bay at The Needles Park, 

via the No. 7 bus or the Needles Breezer. Access 

information Many steps and some hills. Open 

downland countryside with spectacular views. Often 

quite breezy. Refreshments Needles Park café, pub 

etc. Warren Farm tea rooms (seasonal). New Battery 

refreshment kiosk (seasonal). Toilets Needles Park or 

Warren Farm tea room. GPS users Waypoints for this 

walk can be found at our web site www.iowramblers.com/

page5.htm. All walks in this series can be downloaded 

from this website.

Newport
Sandown

Ventnor

Ryde

Yarmouth
Freshwater

East Cowes
Cowes

Fishbourne

 is worth

West Wight is a facinating area 

bursting with history and heritage, 

characterised by chalk downland 

geology and a unique roof-of-the-world 

feel. This walk takes full advantage of 

the far-reaching views this part of the 

Isle of Wight has to offer.

Countryside Code

Be safe, plan ahead and follow any signs,

•
Leave gates and property as you find them,

•

Protect plants and animals and take your litter home,

•
Keep dogs under close control,

•
Consider other people.

The Needles Rocks

The Needles is a row of three distinctive stacks of chalk 

that rise out of the sea off the western extremity of 

the Isle of Wight. The formation takes its name from 

a fourth, needle-shaped pillar called Lot’s Wife that 

collapsed in a storm in 1764.

The Needles lighthouses

This was a very dangerous coast which produced 

numerous wrecks, so in 1781 Trinity House was 

petitioned to build a lighthouse here. The first was 

sited 462 feet above Scratchell’s Bay but was not very 

effective due to being obscured by sea mists. It was 

manned by a keeper and wife and had 13 lanterns 

shining onto copper reflectors – which led to grass fires.

In 1859 a new lighthouse was built at the end of the 

Needles Rocks. It was 109 feet high, with granite blocks 

three feet thick at the base and was manned by three 

men, with a water reservoir and an electric generator 

fired by coal. But even this lighthouse could not prevent 

the wrecks of the Irex in 1890 or the Varvassi in 1947. 

The lighthouse was automated in 1995.

Headon Warren

In Neolithic times, 5,000 years ago, trees were cleared 

to allow the grazing of sheep and cattle. In the 15th 

century, rabbits were farmed here for their fur and 

for food. Now rabbits are allowed to graze the site as 

part of its management plan. Gorse and heather give 

spectacular colour and a rich habitat for rare species.

Main picture Roof-of-the-world views from Tennyson Down 

towards West High Down and the mainland

Inset The Tennyson Monument as seen from Freshwater Bay. 

The phrase “sixpence a pint” was coined by the poet, who 

regularly walked on the downs above Farringford
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TICKS HAVE EIGHT legs and are related 
to spiders. They live on blood, and a fully 
engorged female can be the size of a 
pea. They are found in places with deep 
vegetation where there are lots of small 
animals and birds that they can feed on.
Ticks climb a leaf or stalk and wait for an 
animal to brush past. They have hooks on 
their front legs so that they can hang on to 
the animal. 

Walkers are being warned to protect 
themselves against tick bites after a wet 
and mild winter. They appear to be on the 
rise in the UK.

Richard Wall, professor of Zoology 
at Bristol University, says there’s no 
definitive data on how many ticks are in 
the country. Some areas have none. Others 
– usually woodland and heath areas – may 
have more than 100 per square metre. 
However, the general consensus among 
rural communities is they are on the up, 
largely as a result of the warmer and wetter 
weather (good breeding conditions) and 
the growing number of wild deer (ticks like 
living on their skin).

What is Lyme disease?
The number of confirmed cases of Lyme 
disease – the most serious bacterial 
infection spread to humans by infected 
ticks – has also increased. The number of 

AS A RESULT of exceptional rainfall during autumn 2012, 
the sea wall between Totland and Colwell was lifted up 
and pushed forward some thirty feet by major ground 
movement.

The sea wall suffered catastrophic failure and the result is 
that a portion of one of the most beautiful coastal walks 
on the Isle of Wight has been destroyed and the remainder 
closed for safety reasons, thereby preventing public access 
along this spectacular sea-facing revetment.

The walk forms part of the IW coastal path which is enjoyed 
by residents and tourists alike, as it overlooks the south 
coast and Hurst Castle, taking in a wonderful panorama, 
including views of The Needles. It is one of the few 
accessible flat walks for wheelchair users on the island.

The Isle of Wight Ramblers has been supporting local 
campaigners who feel that the council should meet their 
statutory obligations to re-open this public highway.

£84,000 has already been spent on an engineering survey 
which suggested that over £2 million is needed to repair 
and stabilise the area. To pursue this option a further 
£124,000 would be needed undertake geological surveys.
There is a possibility of a government grant of 20-30 per 
cent towards the cost.

However a second option for a “make do and mend” 
approach is being considered. The cost would be about 
£200,000 and IW Ramblers has been supporting this 
approach. The link path between Totland and Colwell is an 
important part of the existing coastal path used by residents 
and tourists.

The council executive is expected to make a decision soon.

David Howarth

Council to decide on £200,000 make-do-and-mend 
scheme to reinstate a popular West Wight coast path

Totland 
sea wall

Ticks
and

laboratory proven cases has risen from 
about 200 in the late 1990s, to 1,200 last 
year, although the actual number of cases 
is probably three times that. 

Lyme disease is treatable with antibiotics 
if it’s diagnosed early. But neurological 
problems and joint pain can develop 
months or years later if it’s left untreated. 
In the worst cases, it can be fatal. 

The most common symptom is a pink or 
red circular “bull’s-eye” rash that develops 
around the area of the bite, but it doesn’t 
appear in everyone. Flu-like symptoms 
and fatigue are other noticeable signs of 
infection.

Public Health England says the best way 
for walkers to avoid getting bitten is to use 
repellent, wear light coloured clothes so 
that ticks can easily be seen and walk on 
paths and avoid long grass or verges. Dog 
walkers are also advised to check their pets 
as ticks spread other diseases as well as 
Lyme disease to animals as well.

But only a very small proportion of ticks 
carry Lyme disease. The most important 
thing is for those that think they might 
have symptoms of Lyme disease to go to 
the GP as prompt treatment will prevent 
complications. Symptoms usually take 
between three days to six weeks to appear 
after a tick bite.

The disease is a far bigger problem in other 
parts of Europe and the US, especially on 
the East Coast. 

And for those unsure how to remove a tick? 
Use fine tipped tweezers, to grasp the tick 
by the head as close to the skin as possible. 
Pull firmly and steadily, without twisting, 
as this could increase the risk of infection 
by prompting the tick to regurgitate saliva 
into the bite wound. After the tick is 
removed, apply antiseptic and beware of a 
rash.

Lyme Disease Action is a charity raising 
awareness of Lyme disease. They say 

that the best way to remove a tick 
is to use a special tool which hooks 

underneath the tick. See their web site 
for more information:

www.LymeDiseaseAction.org.uk

Mild, wet winters seem to have 
encouraged the tick population. 
So it’s wise to protect yourself, 
as David Howarth explains
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Bigsbury Farm, Aspe 
Heath, Nr. Sandown. 
(Bachelors Farm, (A) Nr. 
Ventnor As Quoted By 
Natural England) Take the 
footpath (tarmac) NC19 in 
Alverstone Road, Apse Heath, 
a few yards from the cross 
roads, and walk towards 
Bigsbury Farm. Just after 
the bend to the left reach 
the farm house and take the 
track alongside, GR568835 
– (do not pass in front of the 
farm house), with fence on 
right and bank on left. After 
20 yards turn left up bank on 
narrow path, then turn left 
on footpath where you will 
see the Natural England sign. 
GR568835. Follow path with 
plenty of views all around 
especially Culver Down. Walk 
through two wooden posts 
bearing slightly right. (Do 
not cross stile on left, and 

ignore path immediately on 
your right). Follow ahead with 
field on right and hedge/trees 
on left. At barrier do not pass 
through but bear right with 
the path, still with trees on 
left and open field on right. 
Go downhill to reach Natural 
England sign, and footbridge 
which leads into Borthwood. 
GR570840. Here the Permiss-
ive Path ends. Access ends on 
30th September 2019. This is a 
lovely grassy path with plenty 
of views and on a clear day 
light aircraft are taking off and 
landing at Sandown Airport. 
There are plenty of footpaths 
in the area and this diversion 
will make a very delightful 
walk. Distance 0.7 km.

Lake Common This is a 
Wetland Walk, and starts 
in Golf Links Road a few 
yards from Bridleway SS47. 
Pass through bridle gate at 

GR588850 and see if you can 
spot the wooden pear and 
apple? Pass picnic tables 
on your right, bear left over 
footbridge, and go over or 
under fallen trees, along board 
walk to cross footbridge 
and go under ornamental 
wooden arch, to reach cycle 
track. GR588851. This is a 
very boggy walk for most of 
the year and should only be 
attempted in dry summer 
months. There are no Natural 
England signs, only a Wetland 
Trail sign in Golf Links Road. 
This permissive access 
is part of the Countryside 
Stewardship agreement on 
this land. The path connects 
the Sandown Cycleway to the 
Nunwell Trail. Access ends in 
September 2014.

Hermitage Dairy Farm 
Permissive Open Access 
area just below Hoy’s 

Monument. After leaving the 
private road at signpost next 
to Hermitage Dairy Farm, 
GR498791, proceed uphill 
to gate GR496790 (Natural 
England Sign). The area is 
Open Access to the right 
with far reaching views all 
around. Continue on to Hoy’s 
Monument and fine walking 
along St. Catherine’s Down. 
Do consult Natural England’s 
sign with coloured area in 
mauve as it is only a very 
small area just off the main 
path. Access ends on 31st 
January 2020.

Gander Down, Yar Bridge, 
Brading There is a layby 
on the left hand side of the 
road just after the traffic 
lights at Yarbridge, and after 
passing over the railway 
bridge and river bridge 
going towards Yaverland. 
Pass through a bridle gate at 

Off the

beaten
track

It’s said a change is as good as a rest, so why not 
vary your walks with one of the Island’s lesser-used 
permissive paths? In the second of this series, Janet 
Whiteman, of the IW Ramblers Footpaths Sub-committee, 
gives us some ideas

The maps of these routes, with further information including 
an explanation of the term “permissive paths”, can be 
found at naturalengland.org.uk/permissivepaths. Click on 
Defra, UK-Rural Affairs-Natural England and choose Isle of 
Wight from the County List. Scroll right down to click on 
the area you wish to see. Or you can use the Isle of Wight 
Ramblers website iowramblers.com, using the Island Path 
Map link followed by clicking on Permissive Maps.

GR608863 (the GR on Natural 
England information sheet in 
incorrect). Proceed along a  
grassy path full of clover and 
wild flowers keeping the fence 
always on your left. Along 
the way you will have good 
views across Brading Marsh 
and to the right Bembridge 
Fort. We also found tiny 
toadstalls along the path and 
were very easy to tread on. 
Down on the Marsh we saw 
a heron, but unfortunately 
the river was dry around the 
oxbow, but might have been 
looking for frogs. Carry on on 
path passing a wooded area 
on the left and where the 
fence is further over to the 
left, continue ahead to bridle 
gate and Natural England 
information sign at GR616868.  
There are paths from here 
to go to Brading, Bembridge 
Airport or back the other 

side of the hill to Yaverland. 
Distance 1 kilometre. Access 
ends 31st July 2017.

The Garlic Farm, 
Newchurch Proceed along 
Mersley Lane, going through 
Newchurch until you come 
to the car park at the Garlic 
Farm and Molly Attrill’s 
Pottery. Start at GR 555 869 
and go anti-clockwise round 
the circuit. To start, keep to 
path on top of a small bank, 
until you come to a metal 
farm gate, ignore stile on 
right. (Permissive path disc on 
gate post). Go through gate, 
keeping wire fence on right. 
The views along this section 
of the path are fantastic. 
Cross stile in corner GR 559 
868 and immediately turn 
left. Go steeply up hill, then 
steeply down hill and then up 
hill again to bench for a well 
earned rest, alas no views only 

the hill  you have just come 
down. Continue round with 
fences on both sides to cross a 
small path with a stile on the 
left and right GR557871. Keep 
straight on on wide grassy 
track to bend round and down 
hill back to the Garlic Farm. 
This path has been especially 
created and a delightful way 
to spend an hour, as distance 
is only 1.3 kilometres. Access 
ends 30th June 2019.

Newchurch We started 
our walk at the church in 
Newchurch and took the 
footpath that goes through 
the church grounds and 
following the wall round 
to the cemetery, and went 
through a gap in the wall 
down onto the footpath. Still 
going in the same direction 
turn right at GR564856 and go 
a short distance to GR564855 
and wooden post and turn 

left here. You will find seats 
and a Marie Curie Cancer 
Care stone. Going through 
a young plantation you will 
come to cross paths where to 
engraved seats are situated 
and a notice board about the 
bees. On one of the seats is 
a lovely engraving worked in 
stone, “Working every hour, 
gathering pollen, back and 
forth visiting every flower”. 
Going forward you will come 
to a fork, (wooden post), but 
it does not matter either way 
takes you to the end of the 
Permissive Path at GR568856.   
There are many different 
species of trees which have 
been planted by the Forestry 
Commission and it really is 
a lovely walk, not very long 
only 0.6 kilometres. (The GR 
on Natural England’s notice 
board is incorrect). Access 
ends 30th June 2019.
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THANKS TO DONATIONS from 
West Wight Marketing Group, 
three more gates are being 
installed in locations in the west 
of the Island. The donations 
were raised during nine 
fundraising events during 2013.

David Ballard, chairman of the 
WWMG, said, “We are pleased 
to be helping to improve the 
footpaths in West Wight for the 
benefit of all users.”

Indeed, most of the parishes of 
Freshwater and Totland have 
seen stiles replaced with gates, 
thereby making access easier 
for less able people and young 
families with pushchairs and 
dogs.

David Howarth

Gates galore

Pictured IW Ramblers’ Access officer 
and Donate-a-gate project leader Mike 
Slater (left) with David Ballard of the 
West Wight Marketing Group at a newly 
donated gate at Totland

GUGLIEMO MARCONI LIVED 
on the Isle of Wight between 
1897 and 1901 and in this 
time conducted experiments 
which became the basis of all 
radio transmissions which are 
such a ubiquitous part of our 
modern lives.
As a young man living in 
Italy, Marconi developed 
ideas from German physicist 
Heinrich Hertz who had shown 
that radio waves could be 
produced and controlled. In his 
attic, he attempted to transmit 
telegraph messages without 
connecting wires. Many 
scientists believed that it was 
not possible to transmit radio 
waves around the curvature 
of the earth. But Marconi 
succeeded in sending the 
radio waves over a hill and 
then realised the commercial 
possibilities.
Marconi could not obtain 
funding for his ideas in Italy 
and so came to England with 
his mother. His parents were 
wealthy landowners and his 
mother had influential family 

contacts who introduced 
Marconi to backers. William 
Preece, Engineer-in-Chief 
of the Post Office became 
an avid supporter. In 1897 
the Wireless Telegraph and 
Signal Company was set up. 
Marconi walked into the post 
office at Totland and asked 
Mr Garlick, the Postmaster for 
help in transmitting wireless 
messages. An aerial 168 
feet high was constructed 
at Alum Bay and messages 
were transmitted. A sign is 
displayed outside the current 
Totland post office (which 
also serves as the local pub), 
and a memorial overlooks 
The Needles at Alum Bay to 
commemorate these events.

In August 1898 the Prince 
of Wales (later Edward VII) 
attended Cowes Regatta.  
Marconi was asked to set up a 
wireless link between Osborne 

House and the royal yacht. 
The Queen, now 79 years 
old, was able to enquire about 
her son’s recent leg injury. All 
this was excellent publicity 
for Marconi and his fame 
increased.
After a successful trip to New 
York in 1899, he set up a 
ship-to-shore communication 
on the US liner “St. Paul”. 
Morse messages were 
received by the operator at 
the Royal Needles Hotel. The 
first newspaper printed at sea 
“The Transatlantic Times” was 
printed on the liner. The lonely 
isolation of ships at sea was 
finally ove – they could now 
radio for help and so save 
lives.
In January 1901, Marconi 
set up a second station at 
Knowles Farm, now a National 
Trust property on the southern 
tip of the Island. Here he 

transmitted signals 198 miles 
to the Lizard in Cornwall. 
These experiments led him 
to attempt to communicate 
across the Atlantic.He was 
able to send signals the 2,100 
miles from Poldhu in Cornwall 
to St John’s, Newfoundland. 
In 1909 he shared the Nobel 
Prize with Karl Braun.
Marconi was a keen cyclist 
and spent much of his spare 

time exploring the West Wight.

He was always modest 
about his achievements and 
made no claims he could not 
prove. He never maintained 
that he understood how the 
signals got through. Today 
his discoveries have a huge 
impact on our lives with 
radar and TV and a world of 
entertainment in our homes. 

Marconi and the Island experiments

Pictured Marconi as a young man (left) and 
in his later years (inset). The memorial at 
Alum Bay (below)

The father of radio had a close connection with the Isle of Wight, as David Howarth explains

THE £2.9 MILLION Heritage lottery-funded scheme 
headed by The AONB partnership is now becoming a 
reality.

A development manager has been appointed. Projects 
relating to the theme of “Down to the Coast” are being 
identified and the IW Ramblers is involved in looking at 
access projects relating to watercourses in East Wight 
which will give a better understanding of these water 
catchment areas.

It is hoped that there will be a project to improve the Yar 
River Trail between Brading Quay Street and Bembridge 

East Wight Landscape Partnership
beginning to take shape

Windmill. Also an “easy access trail” is proposed from 
St Helens to the Duver. There may also be new link 
paths following the Wroxall Stream and Scotchells 
Brook.

The development phase of the project will continue 
into 2015, and if accepted by the HLF, these projects 
will take place over the next two or three years.

Volunteers are needed to assist with all aspects of 
these projects. So if you want to be involved in some 
exciting projects please contact the IW Ramblers 
Coordinator, John Hague tel: 862842.
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Our impact
2012 13

Our impact
2012 13
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THIS YEAR SAW the 16th Anniversary of the Annual 
Isle of Wight Walking Festival, which has grown 
from 39 walks in 2008, to more than 200 in 2014, 
and over 50 more walks in October for the Autumn 
Walking Weekend.

Between 3rd and 18th May, there were 16 days of 
unbeatable, exciting, informative and healthy walks. 
Once again for 2014, organisers compiled a full 
programme of walks for all abilities, from toddlers to 
the more mature, hikers to casual walkers.

IW Ramblers walk leaders led 41 of these walks in 
May, with subjects as wide as ghostly hauntings and 
our magnificent coastlands. We are a partner with 
Isle of Wight Council which organised the festival.

We participated at the launch event which was 
held in St Thomas Square, in Newport. This was an 
opportunity to meet members of the public and hand 
out festival brochures.

Of course, each person’s festival is an individual 
experience – it depends on the walks selected, the 
weather, and the walk leader. So, no two festivals are 
ever the same. But we do try to offer a huge variety 
of walks to suit everyone.
 

The Isle of Wight Walking Festival...
Europe’s biggest walking festival

Main picture Last trudge up the hill to Tennyson’s monument – Close to 
the finish line Walk the Wight
Inset, top to bottom Towering Tennyson – a Rambles by Bus walk – 
overlooking Alum Bay;
Adrian Searle explains about the demise of the Freshwater, Yarmouth and 
Newport Railway – Walks by Rails series;
Ramblers members assist at the launch of the Walking Festival in St 
Thomas’ Square, Newport;
A little history at All Saints, Freshwater, where Tennyson’s family are buried.

From ghost to coastFrom ghost to coast

volunteer
with

us?

Why

members. Promotional activities are not 
necessarily part of the role. A welcome 
pack is sent to new members. Monthly 
reports are received and collated 
locally with reports sent to Area Council, 
showing trends. Please contact David 
Howarth for more information, tel: 
759823.

Walk Leaders
Use your enthusiasm and knowledge 
of the walking environment to guide 
groups safely, responsibly, and in an 
enjoyable and welcoming way.
You will need a passion for walking and 
previous experience of the environment 
that would like to lead in. You should 
have the ability to keep a group 
together and remain calm in unforeseen 
circumstances. You will have good 
communication in order to welcome 
walkers, and give clear guidance 
and instruction throughout the walk. 
Please contact Steve Gibson for more 
information, tel: 07901 555789.

If you are 
considering 

volunteering 

with us, I 
can assure 
you that you 

will be very 
welcome 
and fully 
supported in 

what you do. 

It’s a lot of 
fun and very 

rewarding.

David 
Howarth
Area 
Chairman
tel: 759823

 THE RAMBLERS HELPS everyone, everywhere, to enjoy walking and protect the 
places we all love to walk. Without volunteers like you, we just couldn’t do it. But, like 
most volunteer organisations, we need to recruit new people, so that we can continue 
to make the Island one of the best walking places in Britain.
The Ramblers recognises the importance of volunteers and has produced a new 
guide “Volunteer Welcome Booklet” and this will be given to all new volunteers. If 
you would like a copy just contact me and I will send it to you.
We always need new volunteers, whether it be practical work as path reps or 
within a work party. We also need administrative volunteers so that we can 
function in an organised way. Importantly, it is a chance to learn something new 
and maybe progress to other roles.
Currently, we urgently need to fill the following positions:
Area Treasurer
Lynda Woolford is moving back to the 
mainland so we need a replacement 
as soon as possible. Work as part of 
a team, produce budgets, organise 
payments and follow laid-down 
procedures to complete an annual 
return. You should be numerate 
and familiar with a basic computer 
spreadsheet.You will be fully trained 
and supported in the role. It is a good 
opportunity to learn accountancy skills. 

All procedures are defined and we use 
a simplified approach to book keeping.
Please contact David Howarth for more 
information, tel: 759823.

Area Membership Secretary
Bobby Carlin will be resigning later 
this year after three years in the role. 
She is able to help the new volunteer. 
The main purpose is to facilitate the 
warm welcoming of new or prospective 
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Wight Sole Group Items for the next edition of walkTalk 
Thank you to those who submitted material 
for this edition. If you would like to contribute 
to the next edition, published in December 
2014 please send to:
David Howarth, Red Oaks, 4 Woodlands, 
Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0FE
Tel: 759823
Email: davidhowarth220@btinternet.com
By 5th November 2014 at the latest.

Isle of Wight 
Ramblers 
Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary 
Service

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Funding for the Isle 
of Wight Walking 
Festival has been 
secured for three 
years. Garmin, the 
GPS experts, had 
agreed to sponsor 
the festival last 
year, which leaves 
another two years. 
The Ramblers 
hopes this will help 
secure the future 
of Europe’s biggest 
walking festival. We 
look forward to the 
festival in 2015.

WITH THE UNDERCLIFF road closed by landslips, you might 
feel that the area west of Ventnor had little to offer but cricket 
and the botanic garden.

You would not be correct. A house built by Lord Yarborough 
(founder of the Royal Yacht Squadron, whose monument 
stands atop Culver Down) for his brother Captain Pelham in 
the early nineteenth century is wonderfully unmodernised, 
sleepy and extensive.  

You are in the world of Poirot and Miss Marple.

The house is Lisle Combe and was the home of the poet and 
author Alfred Noyes up to his death in 1958. He wrote a book 
about his life there called “Orchard Bay”. (The bay, which 
Noyes swam in, is by the coast path, but is not accessible 
for the time being). The house  is now run as a bed and 
breakfast, though without any sign outside of its present 
use. The grandson of the great man, Robert and his wife Ruth 
pleasantly preside over this Edwardian time warp.

From the entrance, guarded by stone dogs, a corridor leads to 
the drawing room, dining room and a square hall where wide 
stairs lead to the upper rooms. Everywhere there are letters 
from the famous such as Theodore Roosevelt, John Masefield 
and others. Books abound. Pictures proliferate. Queen Mary 
(wife of George V) visited and was photographed from a 
bedroom that now bears her name. The room is the best 
available. It seems almost unnecessary to say that the house is 
Grade 2 listed.

The 10-acre gardens cannot be called neat and tidy, but are a 
series of surprises leading to a pond with a pony, Angora goat 
and llama. (A heron may appear if you are quiet). From there 
Orchard Bay is forward and to the left. The Botanic Garden 
and Steephill Cove are not far.

Characteristically, mobile phones do not work at Lisle Combe. 
TV and wifi are available. Wine is obtainable. Moderation, 
kindness and helpfulness reign.

Poirot’s paradise?

Lisle Court
the secret of St. Lawrence
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