
Super Supper
A taster event was held in February to show newer members 
how to become a Walk Leader. It was a fun night with lots of 
chatter between Walk Leaders old and new.

The heart of the local Ramblers Groups is organising 
recreational walks. We want to hold a diverse programme of 
walks whether they are short or long, midweek or weekends 
and sometimes in the evening also. We have plenty of 
expertise amongst our existing walk leaders, and it is 
important that more members help to organise a greater 
variety of walks. Well, some people find that task a little 
daunting. But help is at hand.

Our first Walk Leader’s supper was an opportunity to 
explore the world of a Walks Leader. Mike Slater organised 
a quiz with prizes for the winning team. David Howarth 
explored the Ramblers Checklist for Walk Leaders. And 
finally each person, old or new had the opportunity to 
ask for help with skills such as map reading, first aid, 
and navigation. Each potential Walk Leader was paired 
up with an experienced person to help.

Carol Henley provided an excellent supper when 
a lot of discussion took place amongst the 35 
members at St Johns Hall in Newport.

Our new Volunteer Coordinator will now arrange 
any training needed, please contact Jacky Carter 
tel. 506077.

Mike Slater, Area Chairman said “This was a 
successful evening which has encouraged nine 
members to take their first steps to become 
Walk Leaders’’

So it was a fun night with a serious purpose. 
We want to offer the very best range of walks 
to suit all of our members.
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Sheila Rainey Cowes
Michael Rainey Cowes
John Judge Newport
Sheila Judge Newport
Scott Wlaschin Ryde
Suzanne Wlaschin Ryde
Dee Becker Ryde
Ian Mcghie Freshwater
Mrs Mcghie Freshwater
Sarah MacDonlad Newport
Jo Taylor Havenstreet
Robert Taylor Havenstreet
Sarah Street Shanklin
Margaret Smith Shanklin

Main Group 483; Wightsole 58

541

Caroline Hales Ryde
Katherine West Chillerton
Philip Kennerley Shanklin
Gill Kennerley Shanklin
Thomas Welch Ryde

We apologise 
for the brevity 

of this edition of 
walkTALK.

This is due to a temporary 

lack of volunteer 

capacity.

THIS YEAR’S EVENT was 
held at the Holmwood 
Hotel West Cowes early 
in December. There were 
excellent views across 
the Solent whilst over 60 
members had a really 
enjoyable meal.
Entertainment was provided 
with a magician and Doreen 
Thomas gave us a song or 
two with her harp. A raffle 
was held with numerous 
prizes. Table quizzes 
tested everyone. Thanks 
go to Carol Henley, Social 
Secretary 
and various 
helpers 
on the 
day.

Ramblers 
Christmas Lunch

Date 
for your 

diary
2016 Christmas Lunch 
will be on Saturday 

10th December at the 
Shanklin Conservative 

Club venue.
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Show Stoppers
PAM DANA ORGANISES our stands at 
the three main Summer Shows on the 
Island. It is quite a task and involves 
about 30 people in different roles. 
As always, Pam would welcome new 
volunteers giving a hand, meeting 
people and selling the odd book. 
Each volunteer shift is about two 
hours and so there is an opportunity 
to explore the show if you wish.

Chale Show ...................6th & 7th August

Garlic Festival .......... 20th & 21st August

Wolverton Manor Garden Fair .....3rd & 
4th September

Please contact Pam is you can help 
out on one or more of the dates 
shown.

Telephone: 863189

Email: pamdseashells@icloud.com

Mobile: 07709 570750

WE STILL HAVE some rooms left 
on the Group Walking Holiday 
staying just outside Chepstow 
in Monmouthshire. Half board 
accommodation will be in the 4* 
Marriot St Pierre Hotel & Country 
Club, a stunning 14th century manor 
house set in picturesque parkland 
with breath-taking views. The Hotel 
overlooks the lake and offers leisure 
facilities including indoor swimming 
pool, sauna and spa with golf course 

and tennis courts. The cost is £509 
per person (£150 single supplement) 
to include coach from the Island and 
6 nights dinner, bed and breakfast. 
Some walks will be led by the Lower 
Wye Ramblers in the Wye Valley 
area, taking in part of Offas Dyke and 
visiting Symonds Yat. An excursion to 
Brecon with a canal cruise is included 
but walks are at a small cost for 
the Leaders. A £50 deposit will be 
required to secure a place.

THIS POPULAR EVENT will be held again on Saturday 20 August at Shanklin 
Rowing Club. There is a quiz walk starting at 4pm and the barbecue will be started 
at 6pm. The bar is open for tea / coffee etc from 4pm. Carol will ensure that the finest 
salads and butchers sausages and burgers will be available. Vegetarian food will also 
be available. Desserts will be served.

A raffle and table quizzes will add to the proceedings and prizes for lucky winners.

There is a charge of just £5 – excellent value for a fun event hopefully in the sun.

Booking is essential please. Send cheques made payable to: 
Isle of Wight Ramblers, to Carol Henley, 189 Staplers Road, Newport PO30 2DP

Howard's Way up the Hamble
A HOWARD'S WAY outing by boat on Thursday 16th June.

We'll take the Solent and Wight Line waterbus from Thetis Wharf, Cowes 
at 9am to Warsash, where our six-mile walk up the Hamble to the Elephant 

Boat Yard begins. There'll be a coffee stop, with time to look around the 
Bursledon Brickworks (small fee) – this is the last surviving example       

of a steam-driven brickworks in the country. On to the "Jolly Sailor" for a picinic lunch 
before following footpaths over Mallards Moor and beside woodland to arrive back at the 
Hamble. There will be some free time before we take the ferry across the river to Warsash, 
to board the waterbus at 5pm back to Cowes. The inclusive cost of this outing is £12.

Walk The Welsh Valleys

Proposed 2017 Holidays
April 2017 – Llandudno, North Wales
staying at a Hotel on the sea-front near the Great Orme with an 
excursion to Conwy.

September 2017 – Telford, Shropshire
staying at a Hotel at the foot of The Wrekin with a day in Ironbridge walking 
along the River Severn with time to visit one or two of the many Museums.

If you are interested in coming with the group on any of these holidays, please 
contact Jackie or Tim Hough on 868517 or e-mail j.hough2012@btinternet.com

Beach Barbecue

Sunday 25th – Saturday 1st October 2016

Dates 
for your 

diary

All 
Tickets 

Sold
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WE WERE DELIGHTED to see 
that 50 members attended 
the 2016 Group and Area 
AGMs on 30 January.

Two Central Office guests 
stayed with us for the 
weekend – Alex Mannings, 
Honorary Treasurer and a 
trustee with Caroline Wheeler 
PA to our Chief Executive. 
They both joined the early 
risers for a short walk 
around Arreton led by John 
Gurney-Champion. They both 
enjoyed the day saying that 
they had had a mini-holiday.

Later in the morning we 
had the formal AGMs and 
Mike Slater, Area Chairman, 
presented the Annual report 
and looked forward to a 
new organisation to meet 
the demands of our modern 
world.

As always, a highlight of the 
day was the home cooked 
lunch provided by Tom and 
Jean Denoon, with a choice 
of hot soups and puddings.

Our MP joined us for lunch 
and spent time answering 
a number of members 
questions afterwards. Alex 
brought good wishes from 
Central Office and gave 
an update of the changes 
taking place.

Tony Tutton presented 
excellent news from the 
National Trust. The Project 
Neptune, launched in 1965, 
has been their best campaign 
protecting some 700 miles of 
heritage coastline. Now they 
have been able to purchase 
the 165 hectare Dunsbury 
Farm near Compton Beach. 
It is the largest acquisition 
for 20 years and will connect 
with the NT Compton Farm. 
By careful farming, wildlife 
should flourish. Access to 
the area is secured – every 
year more of the coastline 
disappears with erosion. The 
National Trust now cares for 1 
in 3 miles of our coastline.

Above Walkers brave the muddy 
conditions for a pre-AGM walk.

Right John Gurney – Champion 93 yr old 
walk leader chats to Alex Manning.

Top Mike Slater presents the Annual report to members.

Middle 50 members attended this year.

Bottom Andrew Turner MP, Alex Mannings Honorary 
Treasurer, and Tony Tutton Property Manager National Trust.

AGM 2016
a Successful Social Occasion

Date 
for your 

diary
2017 AGM at Arreton Community Centre on Saturday 28th 

January



John has been involved in 
many footpath projects and campaigns over the years, 
including:

o Reopening the Chimney Steps in 2006 following a 
magistrates court case.

o Participated at a public inquiry which reopened footpath 10 at 
Shalfleet. The path had been closed for 32 years.

o Campaigned successfully to restrict vehicles using The 
Tennyson Trail.

o In 1999, working with Joan Deacon, campaigned at the Dame 
Anthonys Common inquiry regarding claimed paths and 
proposed diversions.

o Many work party schemes including NC17 in 1997 and the 
Alverstone Project recently.

o In 1999, he was able to ensure that all paths on the island were 
open (Target 2000 project). In 2004 there was the opportunity 
to participate in the rights of Way Improvement Plan.

o and the Coastal Path where he spoke at a rally in 1997 outside 
Osborne House and has been involved with recent campaigns 
to include the Island in the English Coastal path scheme.
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JOHN HELPED TO FORM the Northampton Ramblers Group in 1969. One of his 
projects in Northamptonshire was to establish the Nene Way. John was the 
volunteer General Secretary and then Footpath Secretary. Between 1985 and 
1988 he was appointed as full time Senior Supervisor, Nene Way Team with 
Northants County Council. There he created, surveyed, produced and installed 
all furniture on a route between Badby and Peterborough. A team of some 
15 employees created this 70 mile route. John became a founder member 
Northampton Area and was Chairman for 12 months in 1989.

In 1990 Jennifer and John moved to the Isle of Wight where he was soon 
involved in Island Ramblers work with people like Joan Deacon and Brian 
Evans. He inherited and organised two separate Ramblers work parties a 
month, one for the men and one for the ladies.

For several years John served his time as Area Chairman, and then had to master 
the 'Rights of Way Bible – the Blue Book' as Area Footpath Secretary. He wrote a 
book “Pub Walks on the Isle of Wight” which was published in 1993.

Mike Slater, Area Chairman made a 
presentation to John at our AGM in January 
“Even though John is no longer a member 
of the Area Committee, we are pleased that 
he will continue to be representing Ramblers 
on the East Wight Landscape Partnership 
Project.”

John Says Farewell 
to the Ramblers Area Committee
John Hague became interested in walking as a teenager. Since that time he 
has dedicated his spare time helping with the The Ramblers both in the 
East Midlands and on the Island. Here David Howarth describes some of the 
significant moments in John’s exceptional journey.

Photo John receives a Certificate of 
Achievement from Chairman Rodney Whittaker.

Photo Largest work party project at 
NC17.

Photo Launch of Johns book – Pub 
walks on the Isle of Wight.

Photo Walking and campaigning for the 
Coastal Path improvements.
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IW Ramblers footpath volunteers are 
involved in a wide range of activities to 
monitor, improve and extend our Island 
network of paths. There are a number 
of important projects in the pipeline:

• A survey of the coast is needed 
in readiness for Natural England 
who will be responsible for 
developing the new Coastal Trail. 
They will be arriving on the island 
in Spring 2017

• A new ten year Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan is being 
produced and we will be 
consulted on this.

• Following the Ramblers Big 
Pathwatch survey, the Council 
realise that there is a need the 
conduct a comprehensive path 
survey annually.

• The IW Council are also 
producing a new digital map of 
the rights of way and this will 
be updated whenever changes 
occur. This should be available to 
the public later in 2016.

So an informal evening meeting has 
been arranged when Darrel Clarke, IW 
Councils Rights of Way Officer, will be 
available to talk about these changes, 
and we can then consider how it might 
be possible to assist.

This event will be of particular 
relevance to our 28 Parish Footpath 
Representatives who walk and check 
all our paths during the year.

If you are interested in becoming 
involved in footpath work, then why 
not come along to this meeting to find 
out more.

To help with planning and catering 
please ring David Yates 551527 or 
Carol Henley 537445 by 7th May to 
book your place. (There is no charge 
for this event)

Footpath 
Volunteer 
Supper
FOLLOWING OUR SUCCESSFUL 
Walks Leaders Supper in 
February, there will be a similar 
event for both experienced and 
aspiring Footpath Volunteers.

This will be held on Wed 11th 
May from 7pm to 9pm at St 
Johns Church Hall, Drake St, 
Newport.

THE IW RAMBLERS WORK PARTY was busy at the difficult 
path NT36 near Windy Corner at Niton. This path had 
been closed due to the unsafe conditions. Several people 
commented positively on the improved path and this 
message received from Niton and Whitwell Parish Council:

On behalf of Niton and Whitwell Parish Council and 
its parishioners, a huge thank you to the Isle of Wight 
Ramblers for all your hard work to re-open the NT36 
Public Footpath.

We are most grateful for all you have done to achieve 
the reinstatement of this path.

Please pass on our thanks and very best wishes to 
everyone involved.

Vickie
Vickie Ford, Clerk to Niton and Whitwell Parish Council

Windy Corner
Steps near

Reinstated

THE MANAGEMENT OF 
THE COUNTRYSIDE has 
changed dramatically over 
the years with the emphasis 
now on mechanisation, 
minimal labour costs and 
maximum productivity. So 
it is good to see that some 
traditions are still flourishing. 
David Howarth (Countryside 
Officer) went along to find 
out more.

This year’s competition was 
held at Parkdown Barns, 
Calbourne. There were 
23 competitors and prizes 
given in the Open, Novice 
and Team categories. It was 
clear that the competition 
was quite fierce, and one 
competitor had a sign 

displayed saying “please do 
not speak to me”! However 
others were much more 
relaxed and jolly.

The event is sponsored 
by Landscape Therapy, 
Hampshire and wildlife 
Trust, Gift to Nature and the 
AONB Unit.

There was a marquee 
with tea, cake and butties. 
Displays and heritage tools 
were on view indoors, whilst 
tractors and static engines 
whirred along outside.

Hedges were laid over a 
three hour period and the 
mainland judge kept a close 
eye on the proceedings.

IW 24th Annual Hedgelaying 
Competition 2016
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Chris Lipscombe
MANY ISLE OF WIGHT RAMBLERS will remember Chris 
Lipscombe who died recently aged 97 years. Mary Barnes and 
Jill Green have written this tribute to one of the most passionate 
supporters of The Ramblers.

Chris was born on the 24th 
April 1918 in Ryde at the end of 
the First World War. Soon after, 
she moved to New Malden 
in Surrey when her father (a 
sapper) was de-mobbed after 
the war. She went to Tiffin Girls 
School in Kingston on Thames 
and then to Furzedean Teacher 
Training College in Streatham. 
She always kept close links 
with the Island through her 
mother’s Gage family who were 
grocers in Ryde and she spent 
her summer holidays here.

When foreign travel became 
more available, Chris’s love of 
walking, mapping and finding 
new routes took her all over 
Europe. She became a life 
member of the Ramblers 
and led many walks for the 
Kingston group. Her first 
Ramblers holiday, in 1946, was 
to an Austrian youth hostel that 

needed renovation – and each 
holiday maker had to take one 
white tile out with them to help 
out.

When she retired to St Helen’s 
in 1980 it was not long before 
she was leading walks for the 
Ramblers on the Island and on 
the mainland. Always generous 
with her time and knowledge 
she encouraged others by 
giving map and compass 
reading courses in her home, 
they were popular and well 
attended. She organized work 
parties clearing and reinstating 
footpaths.

Chris took part in three Vectis 
Marathons organized by the 
Youth Hostel Association. This 
was a 50k walk which had to 
be completed in 10 hours and 
she did this when not a young 
woman.

Chris was an active member 
of the Isle of Wight Orienteers 
(Wight O’s) and won a gold 
medal in a Super Veterans 
class in Scotland when in her 
80’s. In her latter years she laid 
out string courses for children 
thus encouraging families to 
participate.

Chris was an active member 
of the IW Natural History and 
Archaeological Society and 
for many years led Access to 
the Countryside walks. On her 
90th birthday one of her last 
Access Section meetings was 
an open house when anyone 
could come for a cup of tea 
and identify 90 plants she had 
listed in her garden. One of her 
specialties was the life cycle 
of glow-worms and in her 90’s 
she was still happy to take 
people to see the glow-worms 
in St Helen’s churchyard at 11 
pm! Chris made every meeting 
interesting and encouraged 
many children to take an 
interest in the natural world.

Chris was a life member of 
the National Trust and was 
an enthusiastic and active 
volunteer at Bembridge 
Windmill and Newtown Nature 
Reserve and gave many talks 
about the Trust to various 
organizations across the Island, 
one of the most memorable 
was an A to Z of National Trust 
properties.

Always generous with her time 
and knowledge Chris enriched 
so many lives both old and 
young with her enthusiasm 
for life and her interest in the 
natural world.

At her funeral service the 
Crematorium was packed to 
capacity which was quite an 
achievement for someone 97 
years young and shows how 
well liked she was by many 
people in different walks of life.

It was a privilege to have 
known her and she will be 
greatly missed.

THE RAMBLERS NATIONAL SURVEY of rights of way 
finished at the end of December 2015. A nationwide report 
will be issued later in Spring. On the Isle of Wight. 71% 
of the network was surveyed – some 329 sq kilometres. 
Features both good (605) and bad (361) were recorded 
and photographed.

The main issues were:

• Unsafe stiles
• Missing and broken signs
• Very muddy conditions
• Fallen or over hanging trees and vegetation
• Ploughed fields which were not reinstated by the farmer

Left Is there a footpath through here?
Right Volunteers from Island Roads help with the survey.



Items for the next edition of walkTALK
Thank you to those who submitted material 
for this edition. If you would like to contribute 
to the next edition, published in August 2016 
please send to:
David Howarth, Red Oaks, 4 Woodlands, 
Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0FE
Tel: 759823
Email: davidhowarth220@btinternet.com

By 7th July 2016 at the latest.
Print: St Mary’s Hospital Print Unit

Membership

506077
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Rights of Way Digital Map

The Council has placed an order to produce an updated version of a digital 
map showing all rights of way across the island. This should be available to 
the public later this year. It may be possible for the map to show temporary 
closures and the like.

Rights of Way Improvement Plan

A new ten year plan is being developed. Isle of Wight Ramblers will have an 
opportunity to contribute to this.

General Council

This was held in York at the end of March. Mike Slater and Rod Senior were 
this year’s delegates.

Compton Bay Steps

The steps leading to the beach are currently closed following erosion and 
the breakage of a drainage pipe. Island Roads are responsible for repairs to 
the pipe and ROW Department will reinstate the steps.

Coastal Path

Tim Hall has been appointed by Natural England to oversee the 
implementation of the English Coast Path in the South East of the country. A 
team will arrive on the island in Spring 2017.

New Island Walking Map

Heritage Publishing is about to publish a double sided map showing the 
long distance trails on the island. This includes our own Warrior Trail, 
created with Visit Isle of Wight last year.

Niton and Whitwell Parish Council

A grant has been obtained from the Tesco 5p bag scheme, to upgrade the 
path between Niton and Whitwell. The path will be suitable for cyclists and 
horse riders.

Medina Greenway Path

The closure of this path during the Festival is an annoyance to walkers. 
We have held discussions with the organisers and IW Council. It has been 
agreed to reduce the closure period to ten days.
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Rights of Way
Improvement Plan

Engineering Services

Stephen Matthews BSc (Hons) CEng MICE MIHTHead of Engineering Services


