
Nationally the Ramblers lead the way in protecting and 
improving our 130,000 miles of public footpaths. For over 
80 years, we have campaigned to establish and maintain 
access to the countryside. Over 6 million people enjoy 
walking. Mike Slater explains the results of the Big 
Pathwatch on the island and how we can now all 
make a difference in improving the network.

BETWEEN JULY AND DECEMBER 2015 the 
Ramblers Big Pathwatch project provided 
an opportunity for thousands of volunteers 
across the country to check and report 
on the current state of our footpaths. For 
the first time it was possible to use GPS 
smart phones as a tool to directly record 
information and photograph features as 
people walked the paths. In November this 
year, the Big Pathwatch Report received 
wide national publicity and can be viewed on 
the Ramblers website-    

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-
involved/the-big-pathwatch/the-state-
of-our-paths-report.aspx

Here on the Isle of Wight around 50 
volunteers adopted one or more 1 km 
squares to survey. Between them they 
reported on the condition of 72% of our 750 
km of public rights of way. The bar chart 
shown here, illustrates the 359 problems 
that they came across. The two most 
significant issues identified were lack of 
way marking along the route and unsafe 
stiles. On average a significant obstruction 
was reported for every 8.3 km of path and 
an inconvenient feature was recorded for 
every 2.2 km of path. We have, however, 
estimated that the overall level of Island path 
problems is 25% better than the average Big 
Pathwatch national statistics.

This year the IOW Council is updating 
the Island’s 10 yr Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan. The IOW Ramblers 
has submitted our ideas to the 
consultation on this plan. These can 
be viewed on our website –  
www.iowramblers.com 

The Council and landowners have legal 
responsibilities to maintain the Island’s 
footpaths. However as a charity, IOW 

Ramblers volunteers can continue to make 
a difference in a number of ways-

• We can ensure that our 28 parish path 
representatives continue to effectively 
inspect our paths and work in partnership 
with the Rights of Way department to 
solve problems as they occur.

• Seek grant funding to improve stretches
of Island footpaths. Recent projects have 
upgraded 20 miles of path this way.

• Expand our footpath work party activities,
hopefully setting up path clearance 
teams. IOW Ramblers has installed  

350 steps over the last 5 yrs.
• Continue to replace stiles with gates.

Our 157th gate donation was received 
this November.

•	 Ensure that Coastal Access legislation
provides the best possible Coastal Path 
for the Isle of Wight. We expect that 
several stretches of new public footpaths 
will be developed through this project.

If you would like to help with any  
of these initiatives please 
contact Mike Slater tel 752997 or 
mikeandmarie@hotmail.co.uk.

The table below shows the results of the Island survey. 359 problems were 
reported across the island. Thank you to all volunteers who spent hundreds 
of hours conducting this survey.
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Wishing our readers a Merry
Christmas & Happy New Year
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Welcome...
...to walkTALK, the newsletter from 
the Isle of Wight Ramblers. If you’re 
new to walking, or if you’ve not seen 
walkTALK before, why not join us?
Benefits include:
• 280 led walks on the Island  
 each year;
• a variety of social events;
• walking holidays and day trips;
• national Walk magazine and   
 walkTALK;
• Discounts from leading outdoor  
 suppliers (eg Cotswold; Blacks) and  
 Ramblers Worldwide Holidays;
• support for an organisation   
 campaigning for greater access to  
 the countryside.
Joining us couldn’t be easier. Just go  
to www.iow.ramblers.com and click 
on the membership link.

549
Total membership for the Isle of Wight Ramblers
Main Group 492; Wightsole 57 

A warm welocme to new members
MAIN GROUP
Nicholas Graffy Cowes
Judith Parsley Seaview
Michael Parsley Seaview
Kevin Edwards East Cowes
Pam Edwards East Cowes
Gillian Sullivan Wootton Bridge
Christine Simmonds Cowes
Sheridan Lynn Cowes
Geraldine Ryan Ventnor
Aysen Timms London
Bill & Lizzy Nichols Ventnor
Sylvia Thorne Cowes
John Gorman Ryde 
Pauline Hopkins Calbourne
Emma Maher East Cowes

WIGHT SOLE
Karen Whitewood Lake

Food Glorious 
Food!

Chef’s special 
Bill and Reg

Barbeque feast

The annual barbecue is becoming one of our more popular 
socials with about 60 joining in the fun. Here, John and 
Jennifer Hague reflect on a very enjoyable event.
Jennifer and I joined 60 members 
and friends at the annual barbecue 
and quiz walk in August. A warm late 
afternoon encouraged a good turnout 
for the walk, the quiz questions taking 
them along the revetment, up the 
steps to the cliff top and back along 
the cliff top walk to Osborne steps. 
A variety of questions required some 
careful thought and investigation to 
complete the quiz before returning 
to the Sandown 
Rowing Club for the 
barbecue.

The Group Social 
Committee and 
helpers had again 
provided a hearty 
spread and the two 
cooks, Bill and Reg, 
proved very capable 
in cooking the local 
burgers and sausages 
to perfection. 
Tempting desserts 
followed and the food 
was soon all eaten.

The evening 
continued with the 
results of the table 
quizes and the walk 
quiz with plenty of 

prizes for the most successful. The 
raffle proved popular and rounded off 
the evening.

Carol, Ann, Anna and Sonia are to 
be congratulated and thanked for all 
their hard work in making the evening 
such a success; thanks also to Reg 
and Bill for their cooking skills on such 
a hot job and not forgetting the other 
helpers both on the evening and in the 
food preparation.

Time for a good 
clear out . . .
Friday 10th March, 6pm until 9pm  
at the Arreton Community Hall

Bring along 
any surplus 
rambling gear 
that you have, 
and earn 
yourself some 
spare cash, 
or you could even try bartering!

The idea is to off load unwanted, or 
outgrown items of outdoor clothing,  
footwear, or equipment e.g. poles 
etc, or indeed any other items 
that are not necessarily related to 
rambling. There will be a raffle.

Please also bring a plate to share, 
Tea /Coffee will be provided.
Entrance fee to cover hall hire £3 pp

22nd – 28th APRIL 2017 – Llandudno, 
North Wales – ‘Daish’s Holidays’ 
Due to cancellation we have a further 
two twin/double rooms available for this 
holiday staying at the Somerset Hotel on the 
sea-front near the Great Orme.

Price £279 per person for standard room. 
Excursions to Snowdonia and Conwy with 
walks led by the Prestatyn Ramblers will  
be extra.

DAY OUTING – Thursday 22nd June 2017
The Heritage Mills Walk – a 5 mile 
circular walk along part of the River 
Test starting from Whitchurch, visiting 
the Town Mill, Bere Mill and Laverstoke 
Mill now the home to Bombay Sapphire 
Gin and finishing at the Silk Mill for a tour 
and afternoon tea. The cost of the visit will 
be £19.00 to include coach, tour and tea.

We will meet in time to catch either the 
08.30 Red Funnel ferry or 09.15 Red Jet, 
(buy own ticket), our coach will be waiting 
at the Car Ferry terminal, Southampton.

4th – 10th SEPTEMBER 2017 – Telford, Shropshire – ‘Dunwood Travel’
Staying at the 3* “Buckatree Hall Hotel” at the foot of The Wrekin near 
the market town of Wellington. Set in scenic gardens with miniature lake and 
surrounded by beautiful countryside and spectacular views. The cost per person 
based on twin share is £479 (single 
supplement £55).

Some walks will be led by a local 
Rambling Group with a day or two 
in the Ironbridge Gorge (admission 
included) walking along the River 
Severn with opportunity to visit Blists 
Hill Victorian Town and some of the 
many Museums such as Coalport 
China, Jackfield Tile and the 
Coalbrookdale Museum of Iron.

NOVEMBER 2017 – Paphos, CYPRUS
Enquiries have been made for a 14 night 
holiday to the Island of Cyprus staying at 
the 4* Athena Beach Hotel on a half board 
basis. Flights and transfers are included. 
This beachfront Hotel is within walking 
distance from the picturesque harbour and 
archaeological sites. It is child-free and 
popular with bowlers, walkers and golfers. 
The Hotel boasts 3 freshwater swimming 
pools, indoor pool and Jacuzzis, tennis 
courts and bowling green facilities plus an 
Elixir Spa, gym and hairdressing salon.

Paphos is a small picturesque town situated on the west coast. It is steeped in 
history and is included in UNESCO’s list of World Cultural Heritage sites. The Paphos 
area has charming villages in its mountains with centuries old monasteries nestling 
in them. Prices will be available shortly (approx £850). There will be 2/3 days walking 
per week (extra charge for walks).

If you are interested in coming with the group on any of the above, please
contact Jackie or Tim Hough on 868517 or e-mail j.hough2012@btinternet.com

Up-coming Ramblers’ holidays

hursday 22nd June 2017hursday 22nd June 2017

Bring along 

Bring and Buy Sale
& American Supper

Fish & Chip Supper 
and Donkey 

Sanctuary Talk
Friday 2 June 2017, 6.00pm

There will be a talk by Derek 
Needham and Carol Foote from the 
DONKEY SANCTUARY. They will be 
bringing a video, pictures and gift 
ideas for purchase.

The supper will be ordered on the 
day at 6pm, and cooked freshly at 
Terry’s fish and chip shop. This will be 
served after the talk.

Entrance fee, to cover supper and 
hall hire £8.There is free car parking 
from 6pm at Brannon Rd Car Park.

Contact Carol Henley 01983 537445
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The IW Ramblers has been out and about this summer 
talking to people about their concerns regarding 
the footpath network, selling books and maps, and 
recruiting new members. And, if time allowed, there 
may have been a chance to look around the show. 
David Howarth went along to all three shows and also 
attended a well being day for teachers at Newchurch.

The Lamb National. Red Rum the 
winner, Woolly Jumper second 

and Ed Shearan well back!

amb National. Red Rum the 

TALK www.iowramblers.com

oolly Jumper second 
d Shearan well back!

The Lamb National. Red Rum the 
winner, Woolly Jumper second 

and Ed Shearan well back!

Garlic Fe stival

A big thank you from Pam
PAM DANA IS OUR ORGANISER 
AT THE THREE SHOW EVENTS. 
She said “2016 was a very successful 
year. This is due to the numerous 
volunteers who help fronting the 
shows. Thank you to everyone and I 
hope that you enjoyed the day.”

Many other volunteers support 
the shows: John Gurney Champion 
stores all equipment at his home. 
Howard Duffus helps setting up 
each show display. Ann Wellings 
prints the schedule of helpers. John 
Hague always gives general help and 
support. And Danny Siegal at  
St Marys Hospital Print Department.

    . . . many thanks to everyone!

Don’t try this at home!

Enthusiastic about maps

In the Environment 
marquee at Wolverton

attended a well being day for teachers at Newchurch.

Wolverton  Garden Fair
Chale Show

    . . . many thanks to everyone!

Garlic Festival

Finance
There are certainly costs and fees 
involved when organising our 
shows. But the good news this 
year is that there was an overall 
profit of £97. This arose from the 
excellent sale of books and maps.

Zumba dancing in the playground

Newchurch Well 
Being Day . . .
A new event was held for primary 
teachers in East Wight. This was 
held on their inset day. A whole 
range of stalls were available to 
help teachers with their physical 
and mental well being. A Zumba 
session was held and their main 
hall was packed with stands. We 
were there to explain the health 
benefits of walking and numerous 
leaflets were available.

Ramblers information for everyone

Show Stoppers
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Area and Group AGMs 
10am Saturday 28 
January 2017, Arreton 
Community Centre
OVER 50 MEMBERS attended 
in 2016 when Tony Tutton gave 
a talk about the National Trust. 
Our MP answered questions 
and Ramblers Treasurer Alex 
Manning spoke about activities 
at Central Office. A wonderful 
lunch cooked on the premises 
was enjoyed by all.

Please note that the 2017 
AGM will start at 10am and all 
proceedings finish by 1 pm when a 
homemade lunch with a choice of 
hot puddings will be served.  There 
will a short walk after lunch for 
those who may be interested.

All members are invited to 
attend.  Please submit any motions 
for discussion, or changes to the 
constitutions, to David Howarth by 
14 January 2017 so that Area and 
Group can consider their response 
prior to the meeting.

  Members are also encouraged 
to submit nominations for all office 
holders, a Group representative 
for Area Council, and to select 
two representatives for General 
Council to be held at Southampton 
University in 1st and 2nd April 
2017.  A vote will be taken if 
more the number of nominations 
exceed the number of vacancies. 
If vacancies cannot be filled at the 
meeting, the committees can be 
authorised to fill the roles.

The agenda and lunch booking 
form is enclosed with the AGM 
insert in this edition of WalkTalk.

So do please note that this is a 
change to the usual arrangements 
and the START TIME is 10am.

Residents Celebrate 
Improved Access to 
Chillerton Down
OUR DONATE A GATE scheme 
continues to be very popular with 
some 157 gates provided to date.

The residents of the Chillerton 
and Gatcombe celebrated the 
installation of four Ramblers gates 
with a walk across Chillerton 
Down. The gates have made the 
route far more accessible to walkers 
and this was shown by the variety 
of ages of the participants. 37 
people, ranging from 13 months to 
83 years old, completed the walk 
along with 10 dogs. The afternoon 
was rounded off with refreshments 
at the Village Hall.

 Chillerton and Gatcombe Parish 
Council funded two of the gates 
and two were funded by local 
residents. Cllr Gillian Belben, 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
said ‘These gates will make a big 
difference to the community, both 
young and old. Our thanks go 
to the two donors, Jill Luscombe 
and Sally Cardew, National Trust 
volunteer John Hague, Derek Baty 
of the Ramblers who mounted the 
plaques, Neil Holland who installed 
the gates and the local landowners 
for helping this to happen.’

Isle of Wight Ramblers hosted 
a special event for senior staff 
from Central Office in London.

AS PART OF the new Coast Path pre-
survey project, a team of 20 volunteers 
are systematically surveying the Island 
Coast.  A report will be issued to Natural 
England, showing our preferred route of the 
new coast path. Natural England will then 
consult with path users and landowners 
before making their recommendations 
for the new route. The final route will be 
approved by the Minister of Environment.  

Mike Slater, Area Chair, had visited London 
for a Membership and Engagement Day, and 
arranged for staff to visit us to assist with 
part of the survey. Six staff travelled to the 
island, and the survey conducted between 
Alum Bay and Yarmouth, in three sections.  
Each section was headed by a local 
volunteer. At the end of the survey, everyone 
reflected on the day’s work over a cup of tea 
at Gossips café.

Lizzie Flew, Senior Campaigns Officer, 
said “Thank you so much for arranging 
everything and leading us on an excellent 
day of coast path surveying – it was really 
interesting for us to see how it all works.”

Bob Dylan said it in 1963, and here 
we are now, approaching 2017, in 
a world that is barely recognisable 
from my youthful days. David 
Howarth considers how we best 
communicate with our members.

OUR AREA CA CA OUNCIL often debates the IL often debates the IL
need to communicate effectively with our 
members. Today, people gather information 
from a huge variety of sources. Traditionally, 
we have produced a newsletter every four 
months with essential information. Some 
six years ago, we discussed the need 
to produce an interesting and colourful 
newsletter that our members would read 
and perhaps pass on to friends. We were 
fortunate indeed when Steve Williams 
wrote to us on Christmas Eve in 2010. 
Steve was the Publications Manager at Isle 
of Wight Council and about to retire. He 
said that he could help us!  Well that made 
my Christmas, and Isle of Wight Ramblers 
started on a new mission to produce 
newsletters, posters, and some 15 walks 
leaflets, all with Steve’s help.

Well, Steve has now left the Island to live 
in Cornwall. Thank you for all that you have 
done Steve, and we wish you well with 
your new life.

So what next? We will continue with the 
newsletter, but it will change, and you will 
notice that there might be less content.  
Those of you with email addresses will Those of you with email addresses will 
receive more electronic communications- 
these cost nothing and you receive the 
information much more quickly. We are 
hoping to produce a monthly electronic 
news sheet that can be scanned quickly.

THE EAST WIGHT LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP has made significant progress in the 
improvement of access to part of the Yar Trail. John Hague is our representative, and here tells 
the story of progress to date. A job well done and well worth a visit.

The Bembridge old sea wall was the first section of the route to be improved. Clearance of the 
undergrowth was followed by levelling, restoring the line of the path and finally the laying of a 
chalk base and a consolidated “as dug” gravel finish. The following pictures show the story of the 
restoration.

Ramblers Staff 
Visit to Island

Walk and Tea Celebrates Age Festival

A four mile easy access walk was arranged by 
David Howarth, as part of Celebrating Age Week.  

20 PEOPLE WALKED around the Yar estuary 
and then enjoyed a sumptuous tea at the CHOYD 
Hall Yarmouth.  Cakes and a cream tea were 
provided which were freshly cooked at the 
excellent facilities now available at this venue.

This was an opportunity to explain the work of 
the Ramblers and to provide walks leaflets. 

Residents 

The times, they 
are a-changin
he times, they 

are a-changin
he times, they 

restoration.

7

1. This stile was dangerous

The Yar River Trail  - Restoration of the Bembridge to Brading Path

2. So a gate was provided

3. This path was difficult

4. Off the correct line

5. And very muddy in Winter 6. Clearance exposed the muddy parts

7. Created views of the marsh 8. And exposed the old walls

10. Even with difficult access

12. Added a suitable top layer

14. Finished the job

walkTALKwalkTALKwalk

9. A good base layer

11. Got rid of the mud

13. Supported where necessary

WalkAbout Festival
The Ramblers launched a new nationwide 
walking festival in September when everyone 
was welcome to join these free walks.

WE WANTED TO CATER for everyone, whether new 
to walking or a seasoned enthusiast. So Isle of Wight 
Ramblers provided ten events ranging from very short 
walks and included our regular 15 mile walks.  

The event was advertised at our shows with a new 
banner and handouts. Features were included in the  
local press, web sites, and social media.

Walk About was only made possible because of an 
award from the players of the People’s Postcode Lottery. 
Thanks to their generous support we will inspire more 
people to get out and experience the enormous benefits 

and joys that walking can bring.
A photo taken by David 

Howarth, who led the Warrior 
Trail walk, was a winner in The 
Ramblers competition.

We hope that it will be possible to 
repeat this festival in spring 2018.

he Ramblers launched a new nationwide 

www.iowramblers.com
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Contact information
 AREA COUNCIL
Area Chair Mike Slater 752997–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Area Treasurer David Howarth 759823–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Footpath Secretary Mike Marchant 564909–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Area Membership Gwyneth Byerley 566560–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Access Officer Mike Slater 752997–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Area Secretary Vacant–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Countryside Officer David Howarth 759823–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Publicity David Howarth 759823–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Newsletter Editor David Howarth 759823–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Footpath Reps. David Yates 07718 685936–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
C’ttee Member John Guerney-Champion 522665–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Volunteer Coordinator Jacky Carter 506077–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 IOW GROUP COMMITTEE
Chair Vacant –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Secretary Steve Gibson 07901 555789–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Treasurer Jackie Hough 868517–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Newsletter Distribution Tim Hough 868517–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Walks Programme Steve Gibson 07901 555789–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Social Secretary Carol Henley 537445–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Committee Members Pam Dana (Area rep) 863189
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 Ann Pearson 247405–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 Anna Willshire 339836–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 John Rolfe 520155–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 Sonja Iversen–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 

 WIGHT SOLE GROUP
Chair Gary Clarke 867098–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Deputy Chair Tracey Darch 867603–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Treasurer Dave Aitken–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Membership Suzanne Aitken–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Publicity Alison Cardy–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 FOOTPATH SUB-COMMITTEE
Secretary Mike Marchant 564909–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Planning Adrian Tavill 562565–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Members David Yates 07718 685936–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 John Rolfe 520155                              ––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company registration number 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales number 1093577, registered charity 
in Scotland, number SC039799. Registered Office: Second Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW

Items for the next edition of walkTALK
Thank you to those who submitted 
material for this edition. If you would like to 
contribute to the next edition, published in 
April 2017. Please send to:

David Howarth, Red Oaks, 4 Woodlands, 
Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0FE
Tel: 759823
Email: davidhowarth220@btinternet.com

  By 7th March 2017 at the latest.

Print: St. Mary’s Hospital Print Unit
Design: Coco Design Co

News Round Up
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who nominated IW Ramblers 
when taking a holiday with Ramblers Walking Holidays. A 
staggering 20 holidays resulted in a donation of £370 being 
made to our charity. And during the last six months we were 
the third highest earning walking group in Great Britain.

IW RAMBLERS HAS BEEN INVITED to participate in LDWA 
events over the Christmas holiday. So, for an alternative 
Christmas why not go along.

 

We are told that they free to enter and great fun – especially if 
walkers join the swim!

A HEALTH WALK took place at MOD land on the Island.  
This gave the rare opportunity to visit spectacular scenery 
overlooking Newtown.

Sun 25 Dec – The Great 
Christmas Day Escape
0900 from Wight Mouse Inn, 
Chale (GR 483776). Circular 
coastal and inland walk. 
Packed lunch (no mince 
pies!). ETR 1500. 15 miles

Mon 26 Dec – Boxing Day Walk
0900 from Ventnor Paddling Pool 
(GR564773). Circular coastal and 
inland walk, with chance to view 
(or take part in) Ventnor Boxing 
Day Swim at 1200.  
ETR 1500. 15 miles

OUR CAMPAIGN TO CORRECT THE DAMAGE caused to 
Woodhouse Copse resulted in BBC South filming a feature 
for Inside Out. The owner of the wood, Graeme Kirk, has now 
been prosecuted and fined £660, with a surcharge of £66, and 
the Council being awarded £500 in costs.

WE ASSISTED 
IN A LITTER 
PICK at 
Yaverland 
organised by 
the Campaign 
to Protect 
Rural England. 
We attend 
bimonthly 
meetings of 
their steering 
group.

THE LONG RUNNING ISSUE at Orchard bay has been 
resolved and a new path reopened leading to the beach.

WITH WINTER NOW UPON US, do remember to take care 
when walking along eroded parts of the coast.This pic, near 
Whale Chine, taken by Harry Oldham, is a timely reminder!Whale Chine, taken by Harry Oldham, is a timely reminder!

Don’t go near the edge approaching Whale Chine

overlooking Newtown.

ASSISTED

resolved and a new path reopened leading to the beach.

Footpath reopened at Orchard Bay


