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IW Ramblers 
spotted an 
opportunity to 
create a new 
bridleway when 
a planning 
application was 
submitted for a 
new solar farm 
near Ningwood 
and Shalfleet. 

SOLASOLASOLAR SUCCESS
STORYRYR

AS THE OLD RAILWAY LINE CROSSED 
THIS SITE, could a condition be made 
to create a 1km new bridleway?  
Discussions were had with other user 
groups, the Rights of Way Dept and 
Visit Isle of Wight who all supported 
the idea. The planners agreed, and 
with support from landowners, a new 
bridleway S41 has been created. This 
links with existing rights of way in the 
area to create new circular routes, 
and for a safe off road route for horse 
riders, cyclists and walkers.

Sheila Weedall, Tim Thorne, Tricia 
Merrifield  and David Howarth

Showing new route

Existing cycle routes

There is an aspiration to create a route from Newport to Gunville, 
The Gunville Greenway.

So some of the pieces of the jigsaw are in place, but it needs a 
political push to support and resource such an important scheme.

As a charity campaigning for greater access of all user groups, 
we feel that there is an absolute need for a shared and safe 
route from Freshwater Bay to Newport. There are good routes 
in central and east Wight, but only a short route is available 
between Freshwater and Yarmouth. The new bridleway could 
be part of such a route.

Greenway map

Sheila Weedall, Tim Thorne, Tricia 
Merrifield  and David Howarth
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Welcome...
...to walkTALK, the newsletter from 
the Isle of Wight Ramblers. If you’re 
new to walking, or if you’ve not seen 
walkTALK before, why not join us?
Benefits include:
• 280 led walks on the Island  
 each year;
• a variety of social events;
• walking holidays and day trips;
• national Walk magazine and   
 walkTALK;
• Discounts from leading outdoor  
 suppliers (eg Cotswold; Blacks) and  
 Ramblers Worldwide Holidays;
• support for an organisation   
 campaigning for greater access to  
 the countryside.
Joining us couldn’t be easier. Just go  
to www.iow.ramblers.com and click 
on the membership link.

541
Total membership for the Isle of Wight Ramblers
Main Group 490; Wightsole 51 

A warm welocme to new members
MAIN GROUP
Miss Rosie Tracey Ryde
Mr Graham Poulton Whippingham
Mr Keith Anderson Brighstone
Mrs Wendy Anderson Brighstone
Mrs Linda East Brighstone
Mrs Patricia Macaulay-Fraser  Ventnor
Mrs Elsa Benford East Cowes 
Mrs Claire Boynton Lake 
Mr Kevin Boynton Lake 
Ms Valerie Ferns Ryde 
Mr Carl Read Wroxall
Mrs Mary Read Wroxall
Mr Martin Rivers Seaview
Mrs Tina Rivers Seaview
Mrs Sandra Garbett Brading
Mrs Cynthia James Shanklin
Transferred from  another area
Mrs Alison Burton Totland Bay
Robin Cooper-Hannan Ventnor
WIGHT SOLE
Mr John Oakes East Cowes

Don’t forget 
the Annual 
Barbeque

The annual 
barbecue will 
be held at the 
Shanklin Rowing 
Club at 4pm.

There will also be a 
short walk quiz, and 
table quizzes.

Burgers and sausages 
are purchased locally 
and will be cooked at 
6pm, along with salads, 
and desserts. There will 
be a Ramblers Raffle.

Advanced booking 
of this popular event is 
essential.

Are you going for a 
swim?

Please make cheques 
for £5 payable to ‘Isle 
of Wight Ramblers’ and 
send to – Carol Henley, 
189 Staplers Rd, 
Newpor IW PO30 2DP 
Telephone 537445.

SOCIAL EVENTS
Donkey Delights

A social arranged by Carol 
Henley attracted 30 people 

to a talk by Carole Foote and 
Derek Needham from the 

Donkey Sanctuary. 
A most successful evening was had 
listening to the fascinating story of 
the donkey sanctuary at Wroxall.  
Donkeys are very intelligent creatures 
with excellent memories and bond 
closely with other donkeys.

After the talk, there was a fish and 
chip supper with tea and fairy cakes 
provided by Carol.

A collection provided a good 
donation for the Donkey Sanctuary 
and a thank you card was received 
from them.

Paphos, CYPRUS – 15th-29th NOVEMBER 2017 LAST FEW PLACES
We have booked a 14 night holiday to the Island of Cyprus staying at the 4* 
Athena Beach Hotel on a half board basis for £845 for a twin room (£196 single 
supplement). Flights and transfers are included. This beachfront Hotel is within 
walking distance from the picturesque harbour and archaeological sites and is 
popular with bowlers, walkers and golfers. The Hotel boasts 3 freshwater swimming 

pools, indoor pool and Jacuzzis, tennis 
courts and bowling green facilities.  
Paphos is a small picturesque town 
situated on the west coast, steeped in 
history and is included in UNESCO’s 
list of World Cultural Heritage sites. The 
Paphos area has charming villages in its 
mountains with centuries old monasteries 
nestling in them. We have pre-booked a 
4 day guided walking package at £140 
including transport, two of the walks are 
in the Troodos Mountains.

2018 Nothing has yet been arranged for next year.  But we are considering using 
Alpha Travel for a break in the Malvern Hills, Exmouth and the Bath areas. This 
would be around £300 for a 5 day Spring break or a 7 day autumn holiday would 
be around £420.

We are also considering Madeira with Ramblers Worldwide Holidays, 14 nights 
staying in 3 different areas on the Island.  This can be a tailor made holiday for 
our group.

If you are interested in coming with the group on any of the above, please
contact Jackie or Tim Hough on 868517 or e-mail j.hough2012@btinternet.com

Up-coming Ramblers’ holidays

Good food and company

Spike Oatley 
entertains

on Saturday 26 August

This will be at 
Conservative Club, 
Shanklin on December 
8th, 12 noon for 12.30pm.

Entertainment by guitarist and singer 
Spike Oatley,

It will be booking only at £22 per 
head.  The cost includes full Christmas 
menu, entertainment and tips.

Make cheques payable to “Isle of 
Wight Ramblers” and send to: Carol 
Henley 189 Staplers Rd Newport IW 
PO30 2DP, Telephone 537445.

Spike Oatley Christmas 
Lunch 

Spike Oatley 
entertains

Conservative Club, 
Shanklin on December 

Spike Oatley 
entertains

8th, 12 noon for 12.30pm.

Christmas 

Conservative Club, 
Shanklin on December 

Where are we?
This photo was taken by Harry Oldham 
on a hot walk recently and includes 
Nick Graffey and Shaun Parsons. But 
do you recognise this intriguing site? 
Answer on page 8

BAGGED IT! 
David Howarth led a Sunday walk 
around Nunwell. The return leg involved 
following the Downs Way which is a 
wide verge along the Brading Down 
Road. Unfortunately, litter is a problem 

for this roadside path. So, the group 
decided to collect the rubbish as we 
walked along. Word spread to the Isle 
of Wight branch of CPRE (Campaign 
to Protect Rural England) who support 
the collection of litter across the island, 
and they awarded IW Ramblers with a 
certificate.

IW Ramblers 50th Birthday event

Sat 30 June 2018, Rookley Village Hall

A special event is being organised.  
More details to follow.  

Keep a note in your diary!

walkTALKwalkTALKwalk

Sat 30 June 2018, Rookley Village Hall

A special event is being organised. 

Keep a note in your diary!
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The settlement at Gorak Shep - 
the end of the journey

Our Walks Coordinator, Steve Gibson, went to Nepal for 
a month-long adventure trekking to reach Gorak Shep 
at a height of 5160m and close to Everest base camp.
Well most of us would not relish  
a holiday climbing paths in freezing 
weather and very little oxygen. 
Or travelling on a bus on unmade 
roads or landing at one of the most 
dangerous airports in the world. But 
this was an unforgettable adventure 
that Steve would be happy to repeat!

Steve started his adventure with a 
few days in Kathmandu walking the 
back lanes and alleys of this busy 
city, as well as the classic sites. Then 
by small plane to Lukla seeing the 
spectacular scenery of the Himalayas.  
Lukla Airport has a high terrain at one 
end of the runway and a steep drop at 
the other into the valley below, so not 
for the faint hearted. A massive thud 
announced the arrival of the plane 
safely onto the runway.

Confusion reigned at the airport 
when Steve could not locate his guide 
for some time, and then at a police 
check point, it was realised that this 
was the wrong guide after all. So back 
to the airport and to eventually meet 
Dak Man Karki.

Lukla is the start of the climb to 
Mount Everest Base Camp. It goes 
through the small hillside town 
of Namche Bazar (3,440m), The 
next stop, after such lush scenery 
was at Tengboche at 3867m. Here 
the landscape starts to change 
to one of fewer and fewer trees, 
Accommodation was basic, and only 
the occasional shower and a wet 
towel on offer. The food was fine with 
curry for dinner, omelette and porridge 
for breakfast.  But only one heater in 
the dining area, so a good sleeping 
bag was essential to stay warm at 
night. The route gradually climbed 
up to Dengboche (4,410m), Lobuche 
(4,940m) and Gorak Shep at 5,160m 
or 16.942 ft)

Steve achieved his target, but was 
quite glad to return from the very thin 
air and poor living conditions. After 15 
days of trekking, and just 40m short 
of his hotel, Steve fell over a small 
stone, breaking his sunglasses and 
damaging his nose. 

Well, I guess you cannot go on an 
adventure like this without some war 
wounds.

Our Walks Coordinator, Steve Gibson, went to Nepal for 
a month-long adventure trekking to reach Gorak Shep 
at a height of 5160m and close to Everest base camp.

Steve on the way to Gorak Shep

Steve’s damaged nose - ouch

Stupa on the way to 
Tengboche from Namche

Lukla airport

Dak man on the climb to Namche

Our Walks Coordinator, Steve Gibson, went to Nepal for Our Walks Coordinator, Steve Gibson, went to Nepal for Our Walks Coordinator, Steve Gibson, went to Nepal for Our Walks Coordinator, Steve Gibson, went to Nepal for Our Walks Coordinator, Steve Gibson, went to Nepal for 
Steve Scales the Heights

Carol Henley and her granddaughter 
Georgia Matthews decided to 
walk the Santiago de Compostela 
pilgrimage in Spain. 
Unfortunately, Carol had to return home early 
following an arm injury. But her granddaughter 
continued the trip, walking 900 kilometres in 42 days 
in total. Having reached Santiago, Georgia continued 
to Finistere, travelled to Porto and then walked from 
Portugal back to Spain.  

On the way 
to Dingboche A mani wallDak Man with Everest  behind

Up the valley 
towards 
Chukkung

Spanish Adventure

Carol and GeorgiaOn the ferry to Spain

A mani wall

Steve on the way to TengbocheDengboche through the mist Monastery at Tengboche

A building built into a 
rock face near Lukla
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Maypole dancing

The Gift to Nature Shop is selling 
both new and preloved products, all 
focussed on the outdoor, garden and 
countryside theme. We went along 
on Friday 26 May when the shop 
was opened with a special cake and 
celebration – and some outstanding 
bargains. 

Gift to Nature cares about the Isle of 
Wight’s wildlife, countryside and open 
spaces. For over 20 years the Island 

2000 Trust has created and cared for a 
variety of green spaces both in towns 
and countryside, right across the Island.

The Holyrood Street premises has a 
brand-new shop front and a peaceful 
garden area where a great range of 
locally-sourced 
plants and other 
outdoors and 
garden goods 
can be bought. 

A Gift to us all
A brand-new place to buy outdoor goods has opened its doors in 
Holyrood Street, Newport. Island countryside conservation charity 
the Island 2000 Trust is opening its first shop to get the countryside 
message to the high street. Gift to Nature is the Island 2000 Trust’s 
flagship conservation project.

76

John and Jennifer  
Hague at our show stand

The event called “All along the 
Riverbank”was created by the 
New Carnival Company who 
worked with a range of countryside 
partners from the AONB including 
Isle of Wight Ramblers.

The arts and craft event 
included traditional Maypole and 
Morris dancing.There were giant 
sculptures to be spotted as you 
travelled along. Storytelling and 
face-painting kept the youngsters 
enthralled. You could try your hand 
at traditional crafts such as hurdle-
making, spinning and weaving.

Isle of Wight Ramblers had a 
large display in the marquee and 
volunteers were on hand to  

field a whole range of  
questions about Rights of  
Way. We arranged a Wight 
Scramblers challenge for younger 
members to create artwork from 
items found in the countryside. 
Mike Slater led a popular 6.5 mile 
walk which also followed the route 
of the event.

Refreshments were available  
from a barbecue, Pedaller’s Café 
and at the WI tea stall.

Plans are already in hand to 
arrange a second event on  
7 May 2018. 
Definitely a 
date for your 
diary.

Ramblers

on the Go
We have now developed our 

facebook page Ramblersiow

to bring you current 

information and photos 

from walks and events.

Most of you are also now receiving our 
regular electronic newsheet. All this 
information can be viewed easily on 
the go via tablets and smartphones.

Please do send any information and 
photos – we love to see them – and 
would be happy to publish information 
to share with members.       

David Howarth

Thank you Elaine
After 18 years of walking festivals, 
organiser Elaine Cesar stepped down 
from the role when IW Council stopped 
funding the event. David Howarth led 
a special walk to open a new gate to 
thank Elaine and her team.
Elaine Cesar and her events team have 
seen the walking festival grow into a major 
attraction for the Island. Unfortunately, 
Council funding was not available to 
continue supporting the event in 2017. 
We were pleased when Visit Isle of Wight 
agreed to organise IsleWalk17. As usual 

Ramblers walk leaders provided a 
fair proportion of the walks on offer.

David Howarth organised a special 
walk from Smugglers Haven via 
Luccombe where we had provided 
a Donate a Gate to commemorate 
the work of the events team. Elaine 
said “It really is such a kind gesture 
of The Ramblers- very much 
appreciated and quite unexpected”.

Funding for the gate had been 
provided by walkers in the 2016 
festival.

The 4.7 mile walk continued 
along the coastal path, and over 
Shanklin and Luccombe downs. 

David Howarth organised a special 

www.iowramblers.com

appreciated and quite unexpected”.
Funding for the gate had been 

Pam Dana and Bill Plimbett 
at our show stand

Admiring the flowers

Pooh sticks fun

Freya aged 4 
created this 

artwork
David Howarth

W.I. ladies 
having fun

Time for a story

Frankie and Chris from The 
New Carnival Company

Toad on display
diary.

Frankie and Chris from The 
Pond dipping

questions about Rights of 
Way. We arranged a Wight 

On 1 May, an event was organised by the New  
Carnival Company which took place on a 2 mile  
stretch of the River Yar from Sandown to Newchurch. 
This attracted much interest from hundreds of  
cyclists and walkers using this shared route.
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Contact information
 AREA COUNCIL
Area Chair Mike Slater 752997–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Area Treasurer Carolyn Lymn 07713 156837–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Footpath Secretary Mike Marchant 564909–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Area Membership Jacky Carter 506077–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Access Officer Mike Slater 752997–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Area Secretary Vacant–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Countryside Officer Vacant–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Publicity David Howarth 759823–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Newsletter Editor David Howarth 759823–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Footpath Reps. David Yates 07718 685936–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
C’ttee Member John Guerney-Champion 522665–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Volunteer Coordinator Jacky Carter 506077–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Volunteer Membership Team    Patricia Macaulay-Fraser–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Shows Coordinator             Pam Dana –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 IOW GROUP COMMITTEE
Chair Vacant –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Secretary Steve Gibson 07901 555789–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Treasurer Jackie Hough 868517–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Newsletter Distribution Tim Hough 868517–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Walks Programme Steve Gibson 07901 555789–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Social Secretary Carol Henley 537445–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Committee Members John Rolfe 520155–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 WIGHT SOLE GROUP
Chair Gary Clarke 867098–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Deputy Chair Tracey Darch 867603–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Treasurer Dave Aitken–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Membership Suzanne Aitken–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Publicity Alison Cardy–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 FOOTPATH SUB-COMMITTEE
Secretary Mike Marchant 564909–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Planning Adrian Tavill 562565–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Members David Yates 07718 685936–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 John Rolfe 520155                              ––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company registration number 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales number 1093577, registered charity 
in Scotland, number SC039799. Registered Office: Second Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW

Items for the next edition of walkTALK
Thank you to those who submitted 
material for this edition. If you would like to 
contribute to the next edition, published in 
December 2017. Please send to:

David Howarth, Red Oaks, 4 Woodlands, 
Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0FE
Tel: 759823
Email: davidhowarth220@btinternet.com

  By 7 November 2017 at the latest.

Print: St. Mary’s Hospital Print Unit
Design: Coco Design Co

NEWS ROUND UP
Gordon celebrates 
100 years
ONE OF THE ORIGINAL 
MEMBERS of Isle of Wight 
Ramblers has celebrated his 
100th birthday.

Gordon Richards was one of 
the founding members of the 
Isle of Wight Group. He moved 
from Tottenham to work at 
Saunders Roe in 1970.

As he was a very keen 
cyclist and walker, Gordon joined the new rambling group and 
volunteered as a Path representative for the Cowes area. He 
also led the short walks which were held on the third Thursday 
of each month, Gordon then organised trips to the mainland, 
and one of the most popular events was the walk from Corfe 
Castle to Swanage.

Gordon now resides at the Kynance residential home in East 
Cowes, and looks forward to reading his copy of Walktalk.

Many congratulations to Gordon.

Isle Walk 17
WELL AFTER MUCH SPECULATION, the Isle of Wight Walking 
Festival went ahead in early May. Visit Isle of Wight came to the 
rescue and organised a very successful event.

We led 25 walks during this period, and donations collected on 
three walks, when £360 was raised towards a Rambler’s gate.

Dates will soon be announced for the festival in 2018, 
so with plenty of notice, we should be able to offer a 
comprehensive programme.There is always room for extra 
walks and additional walkers.

About half of the people participating are from the mainland, 
and really appreciate the knowledge that local walk leaders share.

Combined Ramblers and LDWA Walks
SOME OF YOU WILL HAVE NOTICED that several Ramblers 
walks, are led by members of the IOW Long Distance Walkers 
Association; usually David Yates, your Ramblers Parish 
Footpath Representative’s Coordinator. The LDWA walks tend 
to be on Sundays, over 15 miles, and slightly faster paced than 
everyday Ramblers’ walks, but several Ramblers do join them.  

Re-formed in 2013, IOW LDWA now have almost 200 
Primary and Associate Members. David, Jill Green, Jim 
Catchpole and a few others actively support both groups,  
so why not join them? Age is no barrier, and well-
behaved dogs are more than welcome. Details 
are in your latest walks programme.  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Countryside Officer
WE KNOW YOU ENJOY walking in our beautiful countryside. Would you also 
enjoy helping preserve that countryside so that we can all enjoy those walks 
for years to come?

Then why not become a volunteer Countryside Officer for IOW Ramblers?
 As a Ramblers volunteer you will be right at the heart of the organisation’s 

work – promoting walking and caring for the places people like to walk.
As a Countryside Officer, you will use your skills, local knowledge and 

energy to represent IOW Ramblers in matters that might be detrimental to the 
local countryside. 

 One of your key activities will be to monitor significant planning 
applications affecting the walking environment and to make written 
representation where appropriate.  You will liaise with representatives from 
similar organisations such as AONB, CPRE and NT that also safeguard the 
environment as well as gather information at local level on your own rambles.

 You will also have opportunity to improve your existing skills and 
knowledge through training and mentoring.

 If you are interested in volunteering for the post and/or would like more 
information, please contact Patricia Macaulay Fraser. Landline 01983 
639336. Mobile 0789 44 66 881.

Many Hands Make Light Work
PLEASE SUPPORT your Parish Footpath Representatives. IOW Ramblers 
currently has 27 Footpath Reps, with two vacancies in Arreton East and West.

Between them, they survey all the Island’s footpaths and bridleways.
If you would like to volunteer for either of the Arreton positions, or to help 

support your local Rep, please contact the coordinator, David Yates, and he 
will link you up with the Rep concerned. Alternatively, if you would just like to 
report anything untoward that you discover whilst out on a walk, please pass 
on this information to David, if possible with an accurate grid reference. He will 
pass it on to those concerned.  Rowdy_tls@hotmail.com 

Steering Your Group
THE KEY ROLES in our main walking group are filled- so we currently have 
a walking coordinator, social secretary, treasurer, newsletter distributors and 
holiday organisers.

We would like to have more members join the committee meetings which 
are held at the Riverside Centre every two months and last just over an hour.

Do you have ideas on how the group should operate, for instance?
• How many walks should we lead, what days of the week, and how long   
 should they be?
• What support do walks leaders need?
• What equipment should be carried?
• What do you do if an accident occurs?
• Have you any ideas for future social events?
• How should we celebrate our 50th birthday in 2018?

These are just a few of the questions that need to be discussed
If you are interested in helping your Group, please contact Patricia 

Macaulay Fraser. please contact Patricia Macaulay Fraser. Landline 01983 
639336. Mobile 0789 44 66 881.

Gordon celebrates 

Gordon Richards was one of 

Isle of Wight Group. He moved 

Where are we? On the Medina Greenway river walk, east bank, almost 
half-way between Newport Quay and Island Harbour. It’s opposite the 
Newport Rowing Club, SZ 505 910. 
This is the start of a sustainable walk to island harbour.  It has a twin pair of 
sculpture pillars by Isle of Wight artist Chris Jenkins and a nice new gravel 
surface held together by hexagonal mesh (which is fairly pleasant to walk on).

Catchpole and a few others actively support both groups, 


